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[ ABSTRACT ]

The Structure and Message of the Book of Amos:
Focusing on Israel’s Judgment and Yahweh’s
Sovereignty

Rae-Yong Kim
Hyupsung University

The purpose of this paper is to examine the structure and message of
the book of Amos, focusing on the judgment of Israel and the sovereigney
of Yahweh. To this end, the book of Amos is divided into five sections
based on its content and style, and the content, structure, and expression
of each paragraph are examined to arrive at the following conclusions.
The book of Amos (146 verses in total) focuses on the judgment of Israel
(141 verses), and uniquely begins with an oracle of judgment on the
nations, lists five visions, and concludes with an oracle of salvation for
Israel consisting of five verses. This structure and arrangement are unique
to Amos. Through this unique structure, the book of Amos develops the
judgment of Israel and the sovereignty of Yahweh in five stages. Through
this development, the book of Amos gradually asserts the inevitability of
the judgment of Israel, while at the same time emphasizing the sovereign
power of Yahweh for judgment and salvation. When examining each
stage, the first stage emphasizes the seriousness of Israel’s sins and Yahweh’s
sovereign power to judge the nations and Israel through comparison with
the sins of the nations. The second stage emphasizes the legitimacy of

Yahweh’s judgment due to Israel’s sins and Yahweh’s sovereignty related
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to it. The third stage emphasizes the declaration of judgment that will
come upon Israel and Yahweh’s sovereignty related to it. The fourth stage
emphasizes the immutability of Yahweh’s judgment on Israel and Yahweh’s
sovereignty related to it through a visionary form. Finally, the fifth stage
describes the oracle of restoration and salvation for Israel as Yahweh’s
sovereign power in order to improve the negative image of Yahweh that
arose in the previous four stages. In this way, the structure of the Book of
Amos can be divided into five paragraphs, and the message of the Book of
Amos can be said to focus on the oracle of Israel’s judgment and Yahweh’s

sovereignty.

the structure of the book of Amos, the message of the book of Amos,

the judgment oracles of Israel, the sovereignty of Yahweh, the five visions
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