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e 259 A X 20 g} 72, David Marcus, ‘Juvenile Delinquency in the
Bible and the Ancient Near East”, Journal of the Ancient Near Eastern Society of Columbia
University 13 (1981), 50; Samuel L. Boyd, “Deuteronomy’s Prodigal Son: Deut. 21:18-
21 and the Agenda of the D Source”, Biblical Interpretation 28.1 (2020), 32.
2 ol 5o] oFEel 134 AL 2E] 748 oluhellth 28 Boyd, 912 (2020), 32
3 Jeffrey H. Tigay, Deuteronomy: The JPS Torah Commentary (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication
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Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 2588 (2000), 101-121; Simon Skidmore, ‘A
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John Barton, Reading the Old Testament, Revised and Expanded: Method in Biblical Study
(Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1996), 31-34.

7 Bl mekrol2 As) ©X0| AAXE Les Institutions de ['Ancien Testament (Paris: Editions
du Cerf, 1958)°]9, & =Fo] 3=x3t o] Ho| J& WAI-L Ancient Israel: Its Life and
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Norman K. Gottwald, 7he Tribes of Yahweh: A Sociology of the Religion of Liberated Isracl,
1250-1050 B.C.E. (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1979).
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A2l sheld ulsge] 71z Adolt ta WA WA SEe e riEgt APa
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10 %%, John H. Elliott, What Is Social-Scientific Criticism? (Minneapolis: Fortress Press,
1993).

11 %z, Philip J. King and Lawrence E. Stager, Life in Biblical Israel, Library of Ancient
Israel (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001); Robert R. Wilson, Sociological
Approaches to the Old Testament (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1984).

Tk el Helet BEAI| 2A|: A1Z7| 21:18-212] ALBIAE 0f3h _ 7|81 351



4 e ujge] 5] 9o o, ) Aol

< 4 Aol A gel 2%, N, ol ewr] S BAUT AL
sheps vl e QARe e AR 5 U ol £ B4 LY
& 4 AL PR A 02 A A4 Aol et of

doz o

gdo] @4l Ateloll= Erbek o] gS eithal 2ok
HEA o2 ARRIA HIH & A SAR SA1A JAR|E I dje] B4
2 ZH|EE ololFe tel 922 dnh 259 ARAA HE
T A Aol A sl g oI, B Rt ol B HlEA o' o}
=2 2 < AUHAME A

o} o] Z2A Al vl W2 247 =AHA% Z1uk
o]
PA

12 #Z, P. Van Staden and Andries G. Van Aarde, “Social Description or Social-Scientific
Interpretation? A Survey of Modern Scholarship”, HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological Studies
47.1 (1991), 56-58; George Aichele et al., The Postmodern Bible (New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 1995), 272-308.

13 Van Staden and Van Arde, 12 (1995), 72. Elliott, $12 (1993), 277-278.
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15 %=, C.J. H. Wright, ‘Family”, Anchor Bible Dictionary, vol. 2, ed. David Noel Freedman
(New York: Doubleday, 1992), 763-766; Al&#], $1& (2022), 104.
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Weinberg, ‘Das béit “abot im 6.-4. Jh.v. Chr.”, Vetus Testamentum 23 (1973), 400-414.
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e 57 9ol W oh’ el 71t E50] Aol &2 AARh FE. Wiight,
S (1992), 107, 116-117. 2308 255 F83F A= = o]31e) 715 315 4
FAA 7} o] o WislE HAYEAS 431 gtk Paula M. McNutt, Reconstructing
the Society of Ancient Israel (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1999).

19 % 389] §hsh TheL, 3 169] Alehsh bk, 7 319 okt ehul AL 1 1) EAo]
Z 71 AA 9] 71= WA, o] & 71Ee] FLlet Ui Ao R fAdS S BoE
o} g 38 BEol tiF ARRARA AT E T s A 282 Tl st 7=
A A 387 24268 5 FHORT, TeR=T 132 (2007), 107-123,

20 % 22:22-24% s} FohE GAA) Wl Ashd, b MBI 4% BEA B
o} 229 wofErh A7) 24:19-218 55 F Whe Aol ok g slal w12
3o, 7}52) A2k o] BEAA el e AENL Eelir) 71 T
7H 1 F2r1ek Sl & Fal ISt AllE AA R

21 o710 Slete] E9] #F-(panku)tt obAl2]o} 7HE2] FFE (pubur): 71R1A, "G L7]%}
12:1-24% 3f o] 2ehel "o 2] EAQIVE, Tk Sl gh=F, 107 (2018),
9-13. 3Lt Aotrlols G o] AN F= o35 Fall FEAE thaF on, G A
A O Fo % o] 5 & 53 AP el $& wreh} AASE 2L ALk 7]
A, el gl ek AW, ok FE Al A FA 1A, Teked 254 (2019), 90-
91, 94.
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22 Timothy M. Willis, 7he Elders of the City: A Study of the Elders-Laws in Deuteronomy, SBL
Monograph Series 55 (Atlanta, GA: Society of Biblical Literature, 2001), 1-31, &7 At}
olzgtdl e GRS W3 54 Aol gl wAAR R, 45 52 Azt Yol = 8
ARk 232, " oAk Ap A E3 ARBET, TFkeT 21.2 (2015),

157.

23§ Fz g digte] TS 2=x, 7|91, S (2018), 13-16.

24 35 Sk O ()& 9ed o] ol 54 58S 7R AP A oarEA
717, At (Grp)w 2L 7 1%% A S = 2ATH( S} 30:2). 352 28] &
%%01 =0l Oe-S Fx: 7|, “A] 8291 971l ] Havg], o] Agkdle] gt Tt
ok=th; 152 (2009), 113-119; r¥°k°l TISe] $74, (A€ 3494 2017), 12-19.
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Council and Its Type-Scene”, Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 31.3 (2007), 259~
273; Thorkild Jacobsen, “Primitive Democracy in Ancient Mesopotamia”, Journal of Near
Eastern Studies 2.3 (1943), 159-172.

27 A, FepdA e sldapdt At &Rl A el (FE)7 TAIEE, 127 (2004), 3-7.

28 o] AR okl Reh(E] 25:230 & 19:5: 41 10014; A] 24110 7 14:19, 22). %
A 2149 W AL EXAE 2EAA Teln $HA0E olAfRe S HolFh de
Vaux, = (1961), 165, 168, 175.

29 o]2Igk o] Agkele] EA] A= i) Aopafote} GsiTh vpEl R o] BfAskA| <t
SO ARE ARl A4S Bon, o 2t o] BUAR £AE 254
Al g o2 273t} Niels Peter Lemche, “Andurirum and Mifarum: Comments on the

Problem of Social Edicts and Their Application in the Ancient Near East”, Journal of Near
Eastern Studies 38.1 (1979), 11-22. de Vaux, 12 (1961), 164.
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4 7198 T 2 2L AL AlG AAPl A AAE EH oY
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o] 2 Hore wWldlv) thof| A A AAE FH| S-AAPY DA E A=
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A=) A4S e S AR (973 12:6-15), AR Al7]2] A4 AA
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30 $EFE A2 A AR, (R el et et 234 2005), 75-80.
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7 Tgrekett) 21,3 (2015), 40-57.

32 F3E, SIF (2015), 44-46.
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S A SAE, A vldS FE AT SR A oF £4] 2]
(gh2:8: 1] 3:11), AAPEE] F-3 (T 1:6-14), FA2] 414 A9 AR
12:31) T2 &A= A AA L] #EE5 o1 £27] o] % AP
TS AESHE o] BRI, o] = AP E fE o] AYstR w g3t

ABIALA Bl o) o] 3t A S HiRr ez, ofA] A7) 21:18-21
= AR AlZbol| A A B Ap gk, B =0l = A o] At A
TEeAe T2 FHlA 7R 3 FEAle] A
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[ ABSTRACT ]

Patriarchal Authority and Communal Restraint: A

Social-Historical Understanding of Deuteronomy
21:18-21

Min-Suc Kee
Korea Baptist Theological University

This paper pursues a twofold aim: to introduce the theoretical
framework of social-historical criticism and to demonstrate its interpretive
value through an analysis of Deuteronomy 21:18-21, the law concerning
the “stubborn and rebellious son.” Social-historical criticism is defined
as a method that reconstructs the institutional realities and material
foundations of ancient Israelite society, distinguishing itself from
sociological or social-scientific criticism by its historical grounding and
focus on concrete social mechanisms reflected in the text.

Within this framework, the study investigates the social reality
behind the law, demonstrating that patriarchal violence was not merely
a literary motif but an actual social power embedded in the household
structure. The patriarch exercised near-absolute control over property
and family members, including life-and-death authority. Against this
background, Deuteronomy 21:18-21 represents a legal innovation that
seeks to restrain such domestic authority through communal oversight.
The law mandates the joint involvement of both parents, the judicial
review of city elders, and the public participation of the community,

thereby transforming private patriarchal power into regulated, collective
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justice.

The study concludes that the law’s ultimate purpose lies not in
enforcing execution but in preventing it. By institutionalising procedural
safeguards, the text restrains violence and redefines justice as communal
rather than private. This reading reveals Deuteronomy’s vision of law as a
means to balance covenantal obedience with the preservation of life and
illustrates how social-historical criticism uniquely exposes the dynamic

between power, violence, and communal ethics in biblical law.

Deuteronomy 21:18-21, Social-Historical Criticism, Rebellious Son,

Patriarchal Violence, Communal Restraint, Deuteronomy’s Legal Innovation
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