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[ ABSTRACT ]

On Human Free Will in Light of
Pharaoh’s Hardness of Heart

Jeong-Heon Kim
Hansei University

Pharaoh’s hardness raises a theological problem not only regarding
the relationship between human free will and God’s sovereignty, but also
concerning the question of responsibility. For this reason, scholarship has
long debated the issue. This paper seeks to clarify who bears responsibility
for Pharaoh’s hardness and for the plagues that ensued by means of a
lexical study and syntactic analysis of the expressions associated with
Pharaol’s hardness.

Whether Pharaoh hardened his own heart (Plagues 1-5) or Yahweh
influenced him (Plagues 6-9), repentance remained possible as long as
Pharaoh’s heart was “strong” (PTM/hazaq) and “heavy” (723/kaved).
Pharaoh could still determine his disposition and actions by an act of
free choice. This is illustrated by the responses of Pharaoh’s officials and
by the conditional clauses set forth by Yahweh. The inclusio formed by
WP (qasa), however, indicates that once the heart becomes “hardened”
(MUp/qasa), the possibility of reversal is foreclosed, for Yahweh’s decisive
and final judgment arrives (the tenth plague: the death of the firstborn).
Crucially, this outcome is brought about not by Yahweh, but because
Pharaoh himself “hardens” (MWp/qasa) his own heart. Accordingly, the

plagues that result from Pharaoh’s hardness and from the decisions he
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makes are to be regarded as Pharaoh’s own responsibility.

By identifying the MWUpP(qasa) inclusio in relation to the plague
narrative, this study shows that whereas P (hazaq) and 722 (kaved)
still leave room for human freedom of choice, hvq(qasa) allows no
opportunity to turn back. It also argues that God influences Pharaoh only
through Pt (hazaq) and T33(kaved), not through MWUP(qasd). Moreover,
by proposing that Pharaoh’s officials function as a foil to Pharaoh in two
respects — “heart” and “actions” — this paper demonstrates that their

role is to underscore Pharaoh’s responsibility.

Pharaoh’s hardness, Plague narrative, Human free will, Divine sovereignty,
P (hazaq), T23(kabed), T'IWP (qasa)
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