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[ ABSTRACT ]

The Spirit in the Book of Isaiah Renewing Leadership
and Community: A Theological Reading of Isaiah 11, 42, 59,
and 61

Joo-Hyun Kim
Hansei University

This study investigates the theology of the Spirit of God (r4ah) in the
Book of Isaiah, focusing specifically on texts in which the Spirit is given to
a leader or representative figure (Isa 11:2; 42:1, 5; 59:21; 61:1). While
previous scholarship has often emphasized charismatic empowerment or
messianic leadership — particularly in Isaiah 11, 42, and 61 — this study
argues that such approaches remain incomplete without careful attention
to Isaiah 59:21 and its covenantal formulation of Spirit and word.

Methodologically, the study adopts a canonical and literary approach,
analyzing the relevant riah passages in their final form and in canonical
sequence. Rather than treating the Spirit as an abstract concept, the
analysis concentrates on texts in which the Spirit is portrayed as given,
resting, or remaining with a human subject or community. Special
attention is paid to verbal constructions, syntactic patterns, and intra-
Isaianic connections that illuminate how the role of the Spirit develops
across different literary contexts.

The study demonstrates that these four texts form a coherent
theological trajectory: the Spirit rests on the ideal ruler to shape character

and just governance (Isa 11); the Spirit commissions the servant for the
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mission of justice in continuity with creation (Isa 42); the Spirit is joined
with the word as a covenantal guarantee of intergenerational continuity
for the community (Isa 59); and the Spirit empowers proclamation,
healing, and social restoration within the post-exilic return community (Isa
61). Together, these passages reveal that the Spirit’s activity is not limited
to individual charismatic leadership but expands toward communal
identity, ethical responsibility, and covenantal permanence.

The main contribution of this study lies in integrating Isaiah
59:21 into the discussion of leadership-oriented Spirit texts, thereby
highlighting the Spirit’s role in sustaining justice, healing, and communal
renewal across generations. This approach offers a more comprehensive
understanding of Isaianic pneumatology and provides a theological
framework that bridges leadership, community, and covenant within the

Book of Isaiah.

Spirit of God, Riiah, Book of Isaiah, Spirit-Endowed Leadership,

Messiah and Servant
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