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Najman, Seconding Sinai: The Development of Mosaic Discourse in Second Temple Judaism
(Leiden: Brill, 2003), 16-19.
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Harvard University Press, 1998), 311-314.
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Aele vt o2 o] U8 33 A B Renate Egger-Wenzel, A Polyglot Edition
of the Book of Ben Sira with a Synopsis of the Hebrew Manuscripts (Leuven: Peeters, 2022),
599-600% =3t

28  Georg Sauer, Jesus Sirach/Ben Sira (ATD Apokryphen Bd. 1; Géttingen: Vandenhoeck &
Ruprecht, 2000), 307.
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29 Walter T. Wilson, The Wisdom of Sirach (ECC; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2023), 432;
John G. Snaith, $12, 221; Patrick W. Skehan/Alexander A. Di Lella, $1&, 511.

30 slel 7] of S|nele] WAk % BEe] Pyt ol he gk, 13 o
EAE I @ W% AFEEA en, 184 457 48] el Tl Lfeo. oot
T o] AP H3AMIT H & 71EHAYE 7193 2470l = ARSEA] AR, 719
#1271 REE 3 wRsl e M Gk Y Eobl A8 Aoz nal
o}, A slHe]ofol| = & olgks BHe] HAk= o9 fAFSITHMIMIY), o] B
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[ ABSTRACT ]

A Study on the Use of Old Testament Texts and
Tradition Reception in Ben Sira: Focusing on the
Praise of Moses (Sirach 45:1-5)

Sung-Hyun Park
Woori Biblical Institute

This study investigates how the Book of Ben Sira, a representative
Second Temple wisdom text, receives and reinterprets Old Testament
traditions. By analyzing the Praise of Moses (Sirach 45:1-5) within the
broader ‘Praise of the Ancestors’ (44:16-50:21), this research illuminates
Ben Sira’s distinctive methods of appropriating biblical traditions and
their theological implications for the development of priestly theology.

Employing textual criticism and tradition criticism, this research
compares Hebrew manuscripts (Ms. B) with the Septuagint to identify
theological motivations behind textual modifications and examines how
Ben Sira synthesizes diverse Old Testament traditions to construct his
portrait of Moses.

The verse-by-verse analysis reveals three interpretive layers. First, Ben
Sira preserves core Mosaic traditions from Exodus and Deuteronomy.
Second, he demonstrates creative reinterpretations through strategic
intertextuality: appropriating ‘beloved by God and humans’ from Judges
9 to establish Moses as an ideal leader, incorporating priestly consecration
language (fylacev) from Exodus 28:41 to position Moses as the

theological foundation of Aaronic priesthood, and describing the law as
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‘wise’ (hnwbt) using tabernacle craftsmen terminology, thereby integrating
wisdom, law, and priesthood into a unified system. Third, theological
divergence emerges between Hebrew and Greek traditions, as the
Septuagint adds ‘made him equal to the glory of the holy ones,” explicitly
positioning Moses as the foundation of Aaronic priestly tradition.

This research demonstrates that Ben Sira systematically theologizes
Moses to legitimize the Jerusalem priesthood through Mosaic authority,
providing crucial insights for understanding biblical text transmission

during the intertestamental period.

Ecclesiasticus, Ben Sira, Praise of the Ancestors, Textual Criticism,

Tradition Criticism
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