The Korean Journal of 0ld Testament Studies 100 (2026): 119-151
https://doi.org/10.24333/jkots.2026.32.2.119

gl-&2 8 9= A5k

AZ ) 52, An AR, 2H2E Axd,
h B=1 I A 4 %é”“iﬂxﬂi EAA| oA =
d—:—_ ] ‘i'_ E]-%— X)JX-] 2]-—3—

O| 4} (& HIcH)

1. ME: Ci2lat =2 0| 230l chist 22 FAR OISHE IsHAl

20417] FHW7EA] HNPE 31083} 3o E skt A A e A ol A
©o9n Sz R Az S48 A 99T, 4e9
2 Bgo| E(W. F. Albright), = ,‘i‘_fﬂ'o]E(]ohn Bright) ZA| 2ol E(G. E.

’

Wl‘ight) "r;qu /H/qJ_;_rzﬂ-x],._g /\4/\1 = /JQ@_} o z:;l. oﬂ/\} 7110

= - —
2 e, 243, S, BAE, A S BAY A g
3} A% FRE 5 SR 15 AR (94 911513 ABA ] U

A4 YA FA% AP o] WAL T FS 71947 1047]
AAbA Q1w 15 95E T 2Ee thE AlES vl b
FEF7Hstre) F& AT Empire) 2 T 2717k Fla 197090

* o] =2 2022 tiehlar wER-o S A The] 2|48 whol gt A A el
(NRF-2022S1A5B5A16050709)

19



(Copenhagen School)” B2 JA19] H 4 F-wrhs AR Al = Q1A 6}
‘FH T2 A Minimalists) S 2 B2 = SAHEC] 7159 JA HA
TEA 07 BEQIT? o] 5 vl SR tisf Aashs AHE
‘getet G717dol 7197 104171 A1, A7, ZA, ALe] w7 vt
S TAIH 2k27E obd ™ 719 7-5417] — 53] QAo AT =
HRLE 227] o] F — ol Aa, #y" 4 FEEol7]dl 94
2l

=27k gkeittal AP ol 52 7194 104171 B 2B =

W e

-

2o o2 12

Erﬁig
g
N X
oS
N'Enﬂi}:-‘
o i
N Mo
dr Kok
o & W
N T
o
O
S M R
vo‘lN;\e
N 0=
e
N,—m:“"
o O
ro{nl”ﬂ
2 g b
532{3}‘
N

i
2,
Mo
o
lo
=
19
&
[
)
o K o

o r
2 q
[
R
i
e
rE‘.
m

ot

=
R EUREEC R ECERGER R
A

= =
Aee 1 2ASR AN F, 34 e =

o4 g o2 &Y 4N o

;(o]_
3 %27
FAR A Y] U2 3, 115 749
)=
]
=]
=l

>,
o
N
[RORE)

[ury

William F. Albright, “The Gezer Calendar,” BA 6 (1943), 135-142: John Bright, A History
of Israel, 3rd ed. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2000), 190-200; G. Ernest
Wright, Biblical Archaeology (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1962), 17-18. 25 &4
oA THI% S22l B 7120) B9 Qolsh A% £ Atk BAE - GAT,
5] 407} /194 1047]9] ST A — Be] BRI ofoke /194 147]
o] AIHEI9LS F5o] SIhe g — ol o)) §ick,

2 Thomas L. Thompson, 7he Mythic Past: Biblical Archaeology and the Myth of Israel (London:
Basic Books, 1999), 164; Niels P. Lemche, Ancient Israel: A New History of Lsraelite Society
(Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1988), 45-67;: idem, “Ideology and the History of Ancient
Israel”, SJOT 14 (2000), 165-193; Philip R. Davies, In Search of Ancient Israel (Sheffield:
JSOT Press, 1992), 60-62, 120-122; Israel Finkelstein and Neil A. Silberman, 7he Bible
Unearthed: Archaceology's New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origin of Its Sacred Texts (New
York: Free Press, 2001), 23-38, 128-134.

120 Fok=Ct, H32H 2% (52 100%)



A 41 Phe zolgl o), vt o] YT dA2 EA
Hebe v Al g A B ol Bahaieks Zlolt)

olo] el HrhrelAE, Fe FEFIASE AR yele A9
71ge) Gt AkgAel e Gt ngA $5A =B AN
@ Ao, Fe F= g

S|
A ztgd A= HaFolxEd g sjste] usiat £=
o

(Mountain of Hermon) %22 2ol A KB EX U] 7| B.(Northern Negev)77]—
2] o2& Y& A FollA A= 7194 1041710 Dot =418 2

A2 34, 2ol Aol @, A% G AdA, o A EAE

FAG e T T E

q
£— 9% 570 BN, AT TR, AAH GE A, 94 S

O:

w

E.g., Baruch Halpern, David's Secret Demons: Messiah, Murderer, Traitor, King (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001), 15-40, 200-220; Isaac Kalimi, Writing and Rewriting the Story
of Solomon in Ancient Israel (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019), 100-120,
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Levy et al. (Atlanta: SBL Press, 2010), 265-280; idem, Biblical Archaeology: A Very Short
Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020), 40-60; Avraham Faust, “The ‘United
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[ ABSTRACT ]

Rethinking the David-Solomon Polity: A Transitional,
Semi-Pastoral, Polymorphic Kingdom Characterized
by Kinship, Tribal Institutions, Chiefdom-Style

Leadership, and Nascent Administration

Yitzhak Lee-Sak
Yonsei University

Building on the recent proposals of Erez Ben-Yosef and Zachary
Thomas, this study offers a critical reassessment of the Davidic-Solomonic
polity against the polarized maximalist-minimalist landscape to challenge
the habitual recourse to “chiefdom”, “territorial state”, or “empire” as
primary explanatory frames. First, it argues that linear, evolutionary
models of political development — from tribal confederation to chiefdom,
then to state/territorial state and empire — tend to overdetermine the
tenth-century BCE Israelite case and thereby obscure the genuinely
composite texture of its social organization. Second, through a historical-
critical rereading of the lists of the royal officials and the institutions of
tribal assembly and elders in the Samuel-Kings corpus, the study contends
that David and Solomon governed a political-administrative order
fundamentally anchored in kinship relations, yet marked by forms of
functional differentiation consistent with an incipient bureaucracy. David’s
administrative infrastructure appears relatively limited, operating primarily
through military networks of loyalty, personal retinues, and negotiated

alliances. Solomon’s regime, while introducing more formalized districts
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and mechanisms of provisioning and tribute, nonetheless presupposes
clan-, lineage-, and tribal-based authority as well as deliberative modes
of governance. Third, the polity’s institutional profile is best described
not as a monocentric state or an empire but as a polycentric, composite
kingdom in which clan-kinship structures, tribal-lineage confederative
elements, and chiefdom-like dynamics coexisted with emerging processes
of administrative rationalization. More broadly, the David-Solomon
kingdom is interpreted as a negotiated, coalition-based kingship that took
shape within semi-pastoral and semi-sedentary traditions under tenth-
century southern Levantine conditions — constrained agrarian surplus,
a temporary imperial vacuum, and heightened mobility. Accordingly, its
historical plausibility should be assessed less by the monumental signatures
typically expected of chiefdoms, territorial states, or empires than by
the flexibility, adaptability, and contingent integration characteristic of

transitional polities.

David-Solomon Polity, Polymorphic Kingship, Semi-pastoral Monarchy,
Clan-Kinship-Tribe-Confederation Nexus, Chiefdom-Bureaucracy Coexistence,
2 Samuel 8, 20 / 1 Kings 4, Critique of Architectural Bias
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