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[ ABSTRACT ]

The Past, Present, and Future of Korean Journal of
Old Testament Studies (KJOTS): A Historiographical
Reconstruction of Korean Old Testament Scholarship
in Commemoration of the 100th Issue

Eun-Woo Lee
Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary

This study undertakes a comprehensive historiographical
reconstruction of Korean Old Testament scholarship over the past three
decades by analyzing the entire corpus of articles published in the Korean
Journal of Old Testament Studies (KJOTS) from its inaugural issue (1995)
to issue 99 (2026). Commemorating the publication of the 100th issue,
the study examines KJOTS not merely as a repository of scholarly articles
but as a critical intellectual space that has reflected the institutionalization,
professionalization, and hermeneutical transformation of Korean Old
Testament scholarship.

Employing a dual analytical framework that combines quantitative
survey and qualitative interpretation, this research classifies the articles
according to (1) biblical categories — the Pentateuch, Historical Books,
Writings, and Prophets — and (2) methodological approaches, including
historical, source, form, redaction, literary, canonical, social-scientific, and
feminist criticism, as well as Ancient Near Eastern comparative studies,
ecological criticism, and digital and Al hermeneutics. The thirty-year

trajectory of KJOTS is further periodized into four developmental phases:
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the Formative Period (Issues 1-10, 1995-2000), the Growth Period (Issues
11-30, 2001-2009), the Transitional Period (Issues 31-60, 2010-2018),
and the Expansion Period (Issues 61-99, 2019-2026).

The analysis reveals that Korean Old Testament scholarship has
evolved from a reception-oriented stage dominated by German historical
criticism toward an increasingly autonomous hermeneutical tradition
that engages Korean historical experience, ecclesial realities, and global
crises. Particular attention is given to thematic shifts — from textual
formation and historical reconstruction toward memory, identity, trauma,
gender, ecology, empire, and digital culture — as well as to the emergence
of convergent methodologies that integrate philological rigor with
contemporary hermeneutical concerns.

The study further identifies both the academic contributions
and structural limitations of KJOTS, including its function as a
“methodological laboratory,” its limited engagement with international
scholarship, and the relatively modest representation of Hebrew
linguistics, textual criticism, and Septuagint studies. Looking forward,
the study proposes five strategic agendas for the next era of Korean Old
Testament scholarship: (1) the development of Old Testament studies in
the Al era, (2) the expansion of international collaborative research, (3)
the advancement of digital text criticism and data-driven biblical studies,
(4) the deepening engagement between Korean public theology and Old
Testament scholarship, and (5) the structural reorganization of KJOTS
through the implementation of DOI and ORCID systems, the expansion
of English-language publications, and integration into international
indexing databases such as Scopus and A&HCI.

Ultimately, this study argues that the 100¢h issue of KJOTS
should be understood not as a mere commemorative milestone but as a

symbolic turning point that inaugurates a new era of internationalization,
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convergence, and creative expansion in Korean Old Testament scholarship.
The history of KJOTS, therefore, constitutes not simply a chronological
archive but a living intellectual heritage that illuminates the future

trajectory of biblical scholarship in Korea and East Asia.
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