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[ ABSTRACT ]

The Spirit of God and Trauma Recovery: Hope for

Individuals and Communities in the Book of Ezekiel

Joo-Hyun Kim
Hansei University

This study examines the relationship between the Spirit of God
and the hope for restoration from the perspective of trauma in order to
clarify the theological significance of the Spirit in Ezekiel’s theology of
restoration. It distinguishes Ezekiel’s theological interpretation of Israel’s
sin and divine judgment from trauma itself. Trauma refers not to sin or
judgment, but to the destructive effects of war, exile, the loss of land and
temple, and communal disintegration on individuals and the community.

Through a textual comparison of the Masoretic Text (MT) and
Papyrus 967 and an analysis of Ezekiel 36-39, this study argues that the
final form of the MT interconnects purification, inner transformation,
new life, communal reunification, covenantal identity, and divine
presence through the Spirit of God. These elements constitute not fixed or
sequential stages of salvation but interrelated dimensions of restoration.

In Ezekiel 36:23b-38, God purifies Israel, gives the people a new
heart and a new spirit, and places “my Spirit” within them, enabling a new
life of obedience. In Ezekiel 37:14, God places “my Spirit” within the
community, gives it life, and restores it to the land. The correspondences
between 36:25-28 and 37:23-25 further connect restoration through

the Spirit with the reunification of the community. This restoration
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culminates in the covenant of peace, the everlasting covenant, and God’s
enduring presence among his people (37:26-27). In 39:23-29, YHWH
acts for the sake of his holy name, gathers the dispersed people, and pours
out “my Spirit,” thereby marking a theological transition from hiding his
face in judgment to restoring his relationship with Israel.

This study demonstrates that trauma recovery in Ezekiel does not
mean erasing the memory of judgment and exile or returning to the pre-
exilic past. Rather, God places and pours out his Spirit to renew the inner
life of his people, give life to a community marked by death, reunite the
divided people within the covenant of peace, and restore an enduring
relationship with them. The gift of God’s Spirit thus expresses God’s
own presence and restorative action, through which individuals and the

community are reconstituted as God’s people in the aftermath of trauma.

Ezekiel, Spirit of God, Trauma, Restoration, Covenant of Peace
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