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<ABSTRACT >

The purpose of this study is to illustrate the nature and characteristics of
memory appeared in Misty Poetry, especially focusing on two leading poets of
that poetic reaction against Maoist legacy and their monumental works such as
Jiang He's {Ti(1949- ) "The Memorial Stone” #t:&i# as well as Bei Dao's L&
(1949- ) "Résumé JEF*. Basically, their poems exhibit the notion of ‘the
collective memory which was theorized by Maurice Halbwachs(1877-1945). The
study theorizes that the collective memory is shared, passed on and also
constructed by the group, or modern society. This debate was taken up by Jan
Assmann’s ‘the cultural memory,” which fulfills a storage function.

This study contains four parts including introduction and conclusion. Part
Two explores the qualities of the cultural memory in Jiang He's poem ‘The
Memorial Stone” through his deep frustration and strong resistance to Maoist
ideological system. Part Three explores Bei Dao's poem ‘Résumé through his
striving effort to find the driving force in writing a poem in the context of the
activated/inactivated memory. Part Four, in its final analysis, examines in
more detail the function of ‘the collective memory between their Misty Poetry

and post-Misty Poetry and it reveals sharp dissimilarities.

Keywords: Jiang He, Bei Dao, Duo Duo, The Memorial Stone, Résumé, Memory
of the North, Collective/Cultural Memory, Misty Poetry
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