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3) Leo Ou-Fan Lee, Shanghai Modern: The Flowering of a New Urban Culture in
China 1930-1945 (London: Harvard University Press, 1999), 241%.
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(Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1979), 1%
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<ABSTRACT >

The purpose of this study is to analyse the narrative strategy of the movie
“Road Angel BIRM, the most representative production by Yuan Muzhi ZHZ
(1909-1978) during the 1930s. This movie has distinctive narrative styles and
aesthetic characteristics of new urban films, which had introduced the Shanghai
common people’s lives through new cinematic methods since 1933. The “Road
Angel” played an important role in the development of new urban films,
featuring not only a narrative strategy conditioned by urban lower class people
as the main characters but also a witty style, audio-visual achievement, and
symbolic correlations between the beginning and the ending scene.

This study also focuses on analysing three aesthetic characteristics that

appear in the Film “Road Angel’, and therefore this contains three parts. Part
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One examines the thematic structure of the movie and how is it different from
the Left-wing films? Part Two explores this film's second aesthetic
characteristic that the narrative strategy achieves its goal with the help of the
satiric and touching dialogue, the simple and innocent character, the slapstick
acting, the sound effects, the background music, etc. Part Three analyze this
films third aesthetic characteristic that the heroine Zhou Xuan ¥t
(1920-1957) sings two folk songs “Four Seasons PUZHK and “A Songstress Far
in the Distance KiE#KZ", the former once and the latter twice respectively. Her
important changes both in tone and melody for singing “A Songstress Far in the

Distance” shows Yuan Muzhi's another narrative driving skill.

Key words: Road Angel, Yuan Muzhi, Song of Four Seasons, A

Songstress Far in the Distance
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