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< Abstract >

The purpose of this essay is to research what means the appearance of
the ritual according to the pre-decisive manual in the religious history of
ancient China. The Shang Dynasty originally decided whether the various
rituals would be committed or not by divination. But the establishment of the
ancestor worship called the cyclical ritual(J&%%) brought on the moment those

practises were modified wholly. The cyclical ritual involved five rituals, rong

(2), yi(#), i), zai(gﬂ—), xie(##). It was committed repetitively in the
prescribed rule. The cyclical ritual indicates that there was a standard manual
on recipient, time, oblation, method etc. of ritual. In this essay the meaning of
the cyclical ritual was considered to make the divine capacity be under the
control of human. The establishment of the cyclical ritual minimalized the
burden of Shang kings given the responsibility of grasping the divine will

through divination.
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