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< Abstract >

A Study on the Desire Representation of Chinese Women Born during the
80’s Economic Reform
— Focusing on Their Attitude towards “Urban and Rural Areas” and the
Pressure of “Age-Gender System”

Kim, Miran

Women in Bepjing(AttFEEE), aired in 2018, is a meaningful drama that
shows women's awareness of ‘marriage” and “social success with high viewer
ratings. The drama, which depicts the desire and dilemma of Chinese women in
their 30s born in the 1980s when marketization reform began, reveals the
common difficulties that young women in Korea and Japan also encounter.
Nevertheless, there are distinct differences between the Japanese original
Tokyo Girl(Krtc7laBg, 2016) and its Chinese version Women in Bejjing in
terms of the main character's final choice and the representation method. This
paper compares these two works to understand the characteristics of Chinese
society, examining how the younger generation that formed an elite group after
the economic reform see life and marriage. The analysis subjects of the paper
are the main character's attitude towards “urban and rural areas’, that is her
perception of ‘place’, and the pressure of ‘age-gender system’ on women
represented by ‘marriageable age’. The analysis shows that the main character's
absolute belief in “developmentalism’, a typical example of the non-urban
‘floating population(i#f%)", blocked her from taking a critical view of the
gender-discriminatory reality of ‘marriageable age’. The blind faith in
developmentalism, the All-China Women's Federation("'#£Elkw&AE), the
media and capital have contributed significantly to the recognition of marriage
as a tool for success. The fundamental cause of this phenomenon in Chinese

society is that the “value of life’ debate(¥f AEMMiliEdEs, EHESE) in the early
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1980s was not fully evolved until the developmentalism rapidly replaced it.

Key words: Born in the 80's (80/&, Balinghou), reftover women (Shengnv, ¥
%), Women in Beijjing (AHLTEEE), Tokyo Girl (FRicTEEE),
marriageable age, one-child policy, mammonism, reform and

openness policy
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