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Formation of Heo Gyun's Buddihst Ideas and the Discussion on Sanguge

Kim, Pung-gi

Sanguge (J11¥i}fy; The Tale of a Mountain Dog) is an allegorical work of Heo Gyun that portrayed the subject by
otherizing it. It has the quality of allegorical poetry or fable that criticizes the people by setting up the other, the
target of criticism, as the allegorical character. Simultaneously, it shows the aspects of méjeon(?%{%), a literary form that
expresses oneself through some other character, such as the dog in this case. If we could say that the other exists in
the place of absolute exteriority that escapes the eyes of the subject or the self, we could discover a strange mixture

between the self and the other. That is, there is the mixture of the self that places the other on the outside and the

self that desires the other.

This could provide some clue as to how Heo Gyun's Buddhist ideas were formed. In his late teens, he read an
enormous amount of Buddhist texts when he befriended the Buddhist monks since he came in touch with them as the
friends of his second eldest brother, Heo Bong. Hence, his Buddhist thoughts were being formulated, but with the
difficulties going on in his real life, they were only captured as the ever faltering self or the shaky perspective. Sanguge

was created within this context.

On the surface level, fictional narrator is Heo Gyun himself and the dog is a being used to criticize the people. In
this context, the life of the dog is what Heo Gyun aims for. He shows the character of the dog to rebuke and warn
the people. However, the image of the dog is not used simply to show the internal landscape of Heo Gyun. An

obvious narrator appears in the work, and through his words demand people to reflect on things by comparing human

with the dog.

This is the point where Heo Gyun's text starts to show ruptures in thoughts. Even if the narrator was defined as
Heo Gyun himself, he is still oscillating between the dog as the ascetic and the people who are still confined in their
desire. He cannot support one idea clearly, and he simultaneously has both aspects. This reveals the characteristic of
his ideas. It is negatively understood as ambiguity, but it is also perceived as an important space where different

thoughts are accepted, marinated and the new avenue of thoughts are opened. Samguge is an important work that shows

this particular internal landscape of Heo Gyun.

Key words: Heo Gyun, Buddhist ideas, Sanguge (1L1}f5); The Tale of a Mountain Dog), miscellaneous writing (/[N

), literature in mid-Joseon, Buddhist literature



