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A Study on Usages of Yongsa in Classical Chinese Poetry

Gu, Bon-Hyeon

"Yongsal 551" means a method of composition that quotes or modifies former
text's event, knowledge, assertion, the method of formation, and makes them as
part of the text. Some critics insisted that yongsa is not good method for
composing poetry because it looks like not deferring from plagiarism.

But yongsa is one of the effective thetorics in composing poetry. For making use
of good yongsa, poets must have considered some requisites below:

Firstly, poets must have chosen authentic precedent that has appropriate
elements of the situation and condition of composing, e.g. characters, events,
backgrounds, materials and so on. The more similarities exist between original text
and poets' own creations, the more literary values can be made.

Secundo, poets must have recombined the poetic words of source in a new way.
But the recombination must not cause a distortion of the original meaning of
source. Choosing appropriate authentic precedent is more important than making
new coinage.

Thirdly, poets must have considered the amount of yongsa. They can have
showed off their extensive knowledges by using a lot of yongsa, but also must have
been careful not to break off the logical connections of poetic ideas because

improper yongsa sometimes can make the text very puzzling.

Key words : Classical Chinese poetry, Yongsal %], Authentic precedent, Usage,

Coinage
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