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The Activities and Cases of Collecting Korean Documents and Editing
Books on Korean Studies by Figures in the Ming Armed Forces in the

Period of Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592
Park, Hyun-kyu

This paper analyzes the cases of collecting Korean documents in Korea or
editing books on Korean studies by figures in the Ming Armed Forces in the
petiod of Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592. The Ming Armed Forces did
incidentally the activity of cultural exchange when they entered into Korea in the
period of Japanese Invasion of Korean in 1592. The war gave great demage to all
of the countries which entered the war, but provided the opportunity of mutual
exchange in cultural aspect.

Figures in the Ming Armed Forces felt the sense of sharing the same script, awe,
and the sense of difference when they encountered Korean documents. The main
route of their acquisition of Korean documents are from Korean officials who
received them. Sometimes, they paid for Korean books they wanted or showed an
enthusiastic attitude to visit Korean Literati to search for documents.

Korean government showed negative attitude when they received the request
from figures in the Ming Armed Forces to collect Korean documents because of the
outflow of materials and the problem of the level. Korean figures were divided into
two parts. One group showed the similar attitude with Korean government and the
other demonstrated a cooperative attitude for the purpose of taking the chance to

make a good cultural exchange.
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