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One Consideration about the Using of Hangul
: the Case of Tongwon Yu Manju

Kim, Hara

Yu Manju, a gentry man living in Seoul of the second half of the 18th century,
had been continued the character(especially Hangul) mediated communication with
women within his family. And he recorded the contents of the communication in
his diary Hezmyoung. This records show that Hangul writing of women was useful
means of gender communication within the gentry.

Yu Manju wrote down the reading scene of his female relatives. They were
reading aloud various novels and travelogues written in Hangul . In this scene, we
can find the typical character culture of the gentry women in 18th century Seoul.
Yu Manju exchanged correspondence with his two niece of contrasting economic
situation and gave each of them papers, writing brushes and ink sticks equally.
This means that the female gentry were reading and writing in everyday life
regardless of the rich and the poor.

The main using character of the gentry man of 18th century Choseon including
Yu Manju' is Chinese character. So he wrote a diary in Chinese character. But he
frequently communicated with women, the main users of Hangul. This was a
background of his sporadic writing in Hangul. He unconsciously used Hangul in
writing about the illness of his beloved son. Both of an exquisite user of native
language and aesthetic writer, he translated into his spoken language into the
written language Sino-Korean carefully. In this process, he found the impossibility
of the translation. This is the reason why some Hangul words of aesthetic and
emotional implications like "meoheulmeoheul™&™Z" remain in his Chinese

handwritten diary.

Keywords : Yu Manju, Hewmyoung, Hangul, the gentry, gentry women,
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