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1) Jonathan Gottschall, The Storytelling Animal, New York: Mariner Books, 2012, p. 24.
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2) Ibid., pp. 137, 138.
3) Ibid, p. 177.
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4) The Myths of the New World: A Treatise on the Symbolism and Mythology of the
Red Race of America, London: Tritbner & Co., 1868, “The Hero-God of the Algonkins
as a Cheat and Liar,” Essays of an Americanist, Philadelphia: Porter & Coates, 1885:1890,
pp. 130-134.

5) “Introduction,” in J. Teit, Traditions of the Thompson River Indians of British
Columbia, Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1898, pp. 1-18; “Mythology and
Folk-Tales of the North American Indians,” Journal of American Folklore 27(106), 1914,
pp. 394-396.
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6) HElEo] BEsld n5zd A7) A2 O3 2 dE & 5 otk “Loke... represents
evil in the seductive and seemingly beautiful form in which it glides about through the
world. ... Loke symbolizes sin, shrewdness, deceitfulness, treachery, malice, etc. ... Loke
took part in the creation of man; he gave the senses, the sources of evil desires, the
passions, the fire of the veins. .. In his appearance he is beautiful and fair, but in his
mind he is evil, and in his inclinations he is inconstant.” Rasmus B. Anderson, Norse
Muythology; or, The Religion of Our Forefathers, Containing All The Myths of the
Eddas, Systematized and Interpreted. With an Introduction, Vocabulary and Index,
Chicago: S. C. Griggs and Co., 1897, pp. 372-373.

7) Paul Radin, The Trickster: A Study in American Indian Mythology, New York:
Schocken Books, 1956, pp. 147-151.

8) Stith Thompson, “The Trickster Cycle,” The Folktale, New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, 1946, pp. 319-328.

9) Paul Radin, op cit., p. 136.
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Imagination of the Kagaru: Some Thoughts on Tricksters, Translation and Comparative
Analysis,” American Ethnologist 7(1), 1930, pp. 27-42; Anne Doueihi, “Inhabiting the
Space Between Discourse and Story in Trickster Narratives,” in William Hynes and
William Doty (Eds.), Mythical Trickster Figures: Contours, Contexts, and Criticisms,
Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1993, pp. 193-201; Ellen Basso, In Favor of
Deceit: A Study of Tricksters in an Amazonian Society, Tuscon: University of Arizona
Press, 1987.
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13) Alan Harrison, The Irish Trickster, Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1989, p. 24.
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25) “The Folk Hero,” Journal of American Folklore 62(243), 1949, pp. 17-25; “The Clever
Hero,” Journal of American Folklore 67(263), 194, pp. 21-24.
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27) Karl Kerényi, “The Trickster in Relation to Greek Mythology," in Radin, op. cit., p. 1&.

28) Barbara Babcock-Abrahams, “A Tolerated Margin of Mess: The Trickster and His
Tales Reconsidered,” Journal of the Folklore Institute 11(3), 1975, pp. 183-184.
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The Historical Function of the Trickster:

A Study of the Clever Servant Tale

Charles La Shure

This paper examined the historical function of the trickster figure and the tales
in which he appears. In particular, it attempted to provide an answer to the
question of why seemingly negative tales were continuously handed down when
they ran afoul of the ethical and moral value systems supported by the social order.
It was in part a reaction to Jonathan Gotschall’s claim in The Storytelling Animal
that narrative plays a morally supportive role, and in part an attempt to come to
a deeper understanding of the trickster tale.

I first discussed scholarly opinions in the West on the trickster’s dual or
ambiguous nature and then introduced the concept of liminality as the trickster’s
defining feature. This was followed by an examination of the trickster’s practicality,
an examination that dealt with the question of what sort of evolutionary
practicality could trickster tales have if they did not reinforce moral values and
thereby also reinforce the social order. Native American tricksters and the
Scandinavian trickster deity Loki were offered as examples, but the main focus of
the discussion was the Korean tale of the clever servant who deceived his master.
This tale can be seen as one that deals with class conflict, but there are other
victim’s of the servant’s wiles besides the master: lower-class characters such as a
common woman and a passerby down on his luck. This shows that the trickster
here is not a lower-class hero who defies his upper-class master, but a liminal
figure who seeks to bring down the entire social structure. This desire is an
expression of the understanding that it is only possible to create a new world once
the old world has been torn down. Finally, I also examined in brief some recorded
tales and a novel that deal with the same themes and characters, showing how the

trickster may be imagined differently depending on the author’s social values.
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Ultimately, the strong opposition to the social structure seen in tricksters in oral
tales like that of the clever servant is a result of the historical function they play

as pathfinders to the creation of a new world.

Keywords: trickster, historical function, liminality, clever servant
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