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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to anzlyze the operational state of Distance universities’ electronic
libraries through the Lifelong Education Law, and to find out the related problems. The main
Investigational focus was on the operational methodologies of the libraries and the usage levels of
the full-text service. The data were collected through accessing the URLs of 17 Distance universities
authorized till 2005, The result is that every university is operating their libraries either on their own
{17.7%) or by using the I'nks to the external libraries (82.4%). However, only 35.3% of the surveyed
universities provide the full-text service available on the Internet. Thus, in order to establish the
fourth generation Distance university based on the Internet and Web, it is urgently needed to improve
the construction and operation standards of electronic libraries in the Lifelong Education Law.
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