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A Comparative Study on Current Status and Changes of Academic Libraries
between South Korea, North America, and the United Kingdom
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ABSTRACT : This study aims to increase understanding of current status and changes of academic
libraries in South Korea in comparison with those of academic libraries in North America and United
Kingdom (UK). The five-year statistics of academic libraries were collected from Korea Education and
Research Information Service (KERIS), Association of Research Libraries (ARL), and Society of College,
National and University Libraries (SCONUL), and the authors compared the statistical indicators
that are comparable to each other. The circumstance and performance of academic libraries in North
America were much better than those of South Korea. In addition, the area of library buildings in
South Korea was larger than those in UK, and they also had more books and carrels than UK libraries:
however, UK libraries had more library staffs, expenditure on material purchase, and interlibrary
loan requests. These findings imply that there should be more support on academic libraries in South
Korea to increase library staffs and budget, which will invigorate library services and use.
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7+ 3] Association of College & Research Libraries) 2H1<]
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