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m Abstractm

The Wanbaoshan(#% [1]) Affair and “Lytton Report™ :
Regarding The Problem of Koreans in Manchuria

Kobayashi Reiko

134

Hao Yongde (fii/kfi), a Chinese broker, subleased land to a group of Korean
farmers in Zhangchun (J£#5). The Koreans dug a rice paddy irrigation ditch tra-
versing large areas of land that were cultivated by Chinese farmers who were not
parties to either lease transaction. As a result, on July 1, 1931, the Chinese
farmers armed and drove the Koreans away. While the Japanese consular police
opened fire to disperse the mob, there were no casualties. This incident is known
as the Wanbaoshan (#%§11)) Affair. In this report, I consider the role of the
Lytton Commission, a third party dispatched by the League of Nations to inves-
tigate the affair.

The Lytton Commission regarded the Wanbaoshan Affair as a minor incident.
But because of the precarious status of Koreans in Manchuria and their treat-
ment at the hands of the Chinese, and because the sensational newspaper cover-
age in Korea of what occurred at Wanbaoshan—though there were no casualties
the papers claimed that two hundred Koreans died, which eventually led to seri-
ous attacks by Koreans upon Chinese residents in Korea (127 Chinese were kil-
led) and eventually to the anti-Japanese boycott in China—the Lytton
Commission could not but pay attention.

The Commissionconsidered the problem to be caused by opposition between
Japan, which claimed that the Sino-Japanese Treaties and Notes of 1915 were
valid, and China, which asserted that the Jiandao (f)3) Agreement of 1909 still
stood. The Lytton Commission additionally focused on the problem of Koreans

naturalized as Chinese citizens in Manchuria. This group posed both problems



RhEAE AR TejE HuAy 33

and opportunities for the Japanese. While as Koreans, this group was consid-
ered“Japanese” and therefore under the jurisdiction of the Japanese government.
If Koreans in Manchuria naturalized as Chinese, Japan might lost jurisdiction,
but at the same time this group tended to collaborate with the Japanese, or
were at least used as tools of the Japanese government—many who naturalized
were able to purchase land according to Chinese law, which they then handed
over to Japan. In other words, for the Japanese, the Korean farmers in
Manchuria were a means to confiscate Manchurian land.

The Lytton Commission recognized that the Koreans in Manchuria were stuck
in the middle of the opposing forces of China and Japan and should therefore
receive special attention. The commission played a significant role in informing
all the countries of the world about the situation of Koreans in Manchuria

through the “Lytton Report.”

Key words : the Wanbaoshan Affair, “Lytton Report”,The Lytton Commission, Koreans in
Manchuria, the right to lease land
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