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m Abstractm

1931’s Anti — Chinese Riots and Nationalist Discourse

Lee, Sang—Kyung

This study seeks to identify the relationship between a series of anti —Chinese
riots in Korea and the development of nationalist discourse. The riots were
sparked by a dispute over an irrigation ditch between Chinese and Korean farm-
ers at Wanpaoshan in 1931. From analyzing newspaper articles and essays of Oh
Gi—young and Kim Dong—in, the following was confirmed.

Firstly, a clearer understanding can be achieved by separating the 1931’s anti
—Chinese riots in Korea from the Wanpaoshan incident in China. Secondly,
Chosun 1lbo’s misreport, which led to the anti— Chinese riots, arose from com-
petition for nationalist discourse between Dong —a Ilbo and Chosun 1lbo. Thirdly,
the misreport was ultimately caused by the impatience resulting from fighting
for socialism. Fourthly, the riots seemed to be recorded as an insignificant event
by those who lived during that time. Despite providing an opportunity to reflect
on the abuse of nationalism, the riots were considered a shameful secret by
Koreans. Japan, in order to avoid being held responsible for the damage to

China, took efforts to censor related reports and deliberately neglected the issue.

Key words : 1931’s anti — Chinese riots, Wanpaoshan incident, Oh Gi—young, Kim Dong —in,
Nationalist discourse, “Red Mountain”, Nakanisi —inosuke
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