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m Abstractm

Jurchen Interpreter Ha Seguk :
His Life and Death in Northeast Asia around the Turn of the 1600s

Kye, Seung—Bum

The rise of Nurhaci (1559~1626) in southern Manchuria around the turn of
the 1600s was a prelude to the eventual Ming-Qing transition, or the Manchu
conquest of China. Geopolitically located between Ming China and Nurhaci’s
Later Jin, ChosOn Korea could not free itself from the conflicts between the two
powers. The Choson court was divided into two different voices : the king want-
ed to save the situation by rejecting the Ming request for Korean troops and by
communicating directly with Nurhaci, while his court officials were very eager to
cut off ties with the Jurchen chieftain and line up more closely with the Ming.
These opposing attitudes were irreconcilable theoretically and practically, as any
friendly approaches to Nurhaci would inevitably undermine the traditional rela-
tionship with the Ming : the Korean leadership had regarded the Ming as the
ritual father as well as the suzerain and had secured their position under the
Ming order for over 200 years.

In this pressing situation, the very person who distinguished himself in the
front lines of the talks with Nurhaci was Ha Seguk (1575~1622), a man of low
birth and a local interpreter of the Jurchen language. For about twenty-five
years from the mid-1590s to the early 1620s, he traveled frequently back and
forth between Fe Ala, the seat of Nurhaci, and Manp’o, a Korean border town
through which the Korean authority contacted Nurhaci. Ha garnered enough of
Nurhaci’s confidence that he had special private audiences with Nurhaci several
times. In early 1622, however, he fell victim to the suddenly increasing tension

between the ChosOn court and Nurhaci, with the result that he was eventually



executed in Fe Ala when Nurhaci vented his anger against ChosOn. With em-
phasis on the role of Ha Seguk (1575-1622) in the diplomatic contacts between
ChosOn and Nurhaci, this paper examines the historical significance of Korea’s
position vis-a-vis Ming China and Nurhaci’s Later Jin in the early phase of the

Manchu invasion of Ming China in the early 1600s.

Key words : Ha Seguk, Nurhaci, King Kwanghae, Later Jin, Manchuria, Liaodong, Manp’o, Jurchen,
Manchu




