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m Abstractm

The Manchuria Missionary John Ross’ Understanding
of the Boxer Uprising

Park, Hyung — Shin

John Ross(1842~1915), a Scot who was sent by the Foreign Mission Boards
of the United Presbyterian Church (UPC) of Scotland in 1872, worked as a resi-
dent Protestant missionary in Manchuria. After the Boxer Uprising occurred, he
had chances to speak and write about the shocking incident. The Boxer Uprising
started in Shandong and Chilli (Hebei) in 1899 and spread to Manchuria by the
next year. Its mottos included ‘Protect the Empire and Exterminate the
Western’ which meant the support of the Qing dynasty and the denouncement
of foreign power. After taking a preparatory period, the Boxers of Manchuria,
over about two months in June and July, set the Christianity-related properties
on fire, killed foreign missionaries and Chinese converts, and attacked the things
that might signify the foreign power and imperialism everywhere in the
Dongbei(Manchuria) of Fengtien, Kirin, and Heilungkiang Provinces. Ross em-
phasized that the Zaili (Tsaili) religion advocating the cause of temperance move-
ment aggressively participated in the Boxer Uprising and showed enthusiastic
and destructive characters with its great number of members. Also, many
high-ranking officials from the Manchus such as ‘the Rank No.2 official Chin
Chang’(% ) and the troops voluntarily helped the Boxers probably under the
connection to the Empress Dowager’s government at the capital. Ross, who has
been engaged in missionary works for about twenty eight years in China, sympa-
thized with the Chinese nationalism which erupted at the end of the nine-
teenth-century and viewed the essence of the Boxer Uprising as ‘anti-foreign’

and ‘anti-imperialistic’ movement. The imperialistic activities of Germany, which
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took control of Jiaozhou Bay on the pretext of the Shandong missionary case (7
JH%Z2) of 1897 and proceeded to win concessions in the Shandong peninsula,
were, in his view, the principal cause of the uprising. In addition, he claimed
that the Boxers’ harsh punishment for having any western thing or having rela-
tion to foreigners revealed the ‘anti-foreign’ and ‘anti-imperialistic’ essence of
the uprising. Finally, the missionary Ross discussed about whether the Boxer
Uprising was ‘anti-Christian’ or not. He criticized the Roman Catholic Church
for its church-politics policy in which the church sought for political power in
Chinese society. He judged that the priests’ bossy manner as a high official and
their intervention in the Chinese trials were the main problems responsible for
the uprising on the Christian Church’s side. He also recognized that some
Protestant missionaries’ arrogant manner against Chinese society was in trouble,
too. Finally, he summarized that the Boxer Uprising was not a ‘missionary war’
but a ‘cultural war’ against the imperialists and, thus, the essence of it was not
‘anti-Christian’ but ‘anti-foreign and anti-imperialistic.” His study on the Boxer
Uprising in Manchuria may encourage the study of the role of the Zaili religion
and the Manchus high-ranking officials in the uprising. In addition, his work
may allow a chance to peep into the missionaries’ view on the imperialistic ag-
gressions of the Powers in China. Most of all, he suggests a reconsideration of
the traditional and socialistic historiography on the topic of Boxer Uprising,
which stigmatized the Christian missions in China as a political agency of the

imperialistic western Powers.

Key words : John Ross, The Boxer Uprising, Manchuria, Zaili Religion (Tsaili Religion), The
Manchus, Anti-Imperialism, Anti-Christianity, Anti-foreign Campaign




