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m Abstractm

Ahn Su-Gil’s Experience of Manchuria and the Politics of

Representation

Kim, Jae—Yong

Ahn Su-Gil’s Bukands is the novel which represents the experience of
Manchuria after emancipation especially in South Korea. The perspective of it is
different from other writer who stay in North Korea or China in postcolonial
period. It is very interesting to compare three types of narration and perspective.
The continuity and discontinuity between Bukando and the fiction which is writ-
ten by Ahn Su-Kil in the colonial period of Manchkuo is very controversial.
Scholar who insist that there is rupture between works of postcolonial period and
those of colonial period pointed out that nationalism interrupt the text. I think
that there is no discontinuity. Ahn Su-Kil’s perspective which run through the
works of colonial and postcolonial period is predicament of nation state. People
can not survive in safety without the help of nation state, but nationalism which
is the ideology of nation state is very oppressive to people. His position of dia-
spora in the Manchuria made him to recognize this dilemma of nation state.
This kind of perspective persists after the emancipation through the work of
Bukandy. Meanwhile, the rupture between first half and second half of Bukands
is also controversial. Many scholars recognized the rupture in the text of
Bukandy. But there is discord about the cause of this rupture among them.
While some scholar insist that it is originated from the ideology of nationalism,
other scholar insist that it is originated from mere writer’s capability. 1 think
that it is because of censorship from anti-communist government policy. At that
time, writers cannot mention about the movement of Kim Il-Sung in Manchuria

because of anti-communist ideology in south Korea. He must deal with not only
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nationalist but also socialist anti-Japanese movement in Manchuria in the second
half of Bukands, but he can not because of censorship. So there is big rupture

and discontinuity between first half and second half.

Key words : Ahn Su-Gil, Manchuria. Bukando, nationalism, nation-state, censorship




