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m Abstractm

‘Anti-Japanese Romanticism’ of Manchuria in Choi Inhoon’s

Kwangjang

Son, You—Kyung

This paper examines Yi Myungjoon’s memory of youth in Manchuria as a key
to understanding his life and thought during the period of liberation. By focus-
ing on Yi Myungjoon’s experience in Manchuria as well as his memory of
Anti-Japanese Romanticism, I intend to illuminate the fact that he is described
as a son of anti-Japanese revolutionist who ‘returned to’ South Korea after the
liberation. When he is examined by the police in South Korea, Yi Myungjoon
shows resentment toward his father saying “why did he return to Seoul after
1945’s liberation?” He revisits Manchuria after going to North Korea, re-
membering when he has first seen ‘flaming sunset of wide open field in
Manchuria’, a sunset that symbolizes the tradition of anti-Japanese revolutionists’
passion. Yi Myungjoon’s memory of youth in Manchuria as well as his tragic
suicide after deciding to go nowhere represents that the legacy of Manchuria is
destroyed after all. Raising the issue of the legacy of anti-Japanese revolutionist
movement in Manchuria, this paper may contribute to initiating further research
about the inner consistency between the colonial experience and the experience

of the liberation period in South Korea.

Key words : Choi Inhoon, Kwangjang, repatriation, Wolbuk, Manchuria, period of liberation,
memory, Anti-Japanese Romanticism






