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m Abstractm

Late Joseon’s Perception on the International Law and Territory

—with Special Reference to the Theory of Self-Strengthening and
Research on Korean Ancient History of Park Eun-sik and Shin
Chae-ho —

Kim, Hyun —Chul

This paper examines how Korean intellectuals viewed and sought ways to deal
with the international law, and territorial perception of the West amidst rapid
changes in the international landscape of Northeast Asia from late nineteenth
and early twentieth century, by analyzing newspapers and magazines of the time.

The intellectuals generally perceived imperialistic territorial expansion of the
Western powers as a natural flow under the reality of “the law of the jungle”
and “survival of the fittest.” With increasing threat from Western Powers and
tension between Russia and Japan over Korean peninsula, the government and
some scholars of Korea strived to protect their territory and sovereignty, but
power politics got in the way of their efforts. Expectation for the international
law was largely undermined by Britain’s occupation of Geomun Island, and the
Eulsa Treaty of 1905. Also, Korean intellectuals paid great attention to terri-
torial changes in the East Asian region such as Japanese expansion, and showed
some level of understanding of the modern concept of territory after accepting
the Western theory of the state. They had to consider all possible means includ-
ing armed resistance in order to confront Western powers and Meiji Japan.
Enlightenment scholars of the twentieth century empathized the importance of
Korea’s own history while encouraging nationalism and patriotism among
Koreans. In particular, Korean enlightening intellectuals, such as Pak Eun-sik(k

Bfi) and Shin Chae-ho(Hi431%) explained the historical relations between Korea
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and Northeast Asian regions including Manchuria, and suggested a way to study

the ancient history of Korea.

Key words : Perception on the international order, International law, Self-strengthening, Territory,
Manchuria, Korean ancient history






