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m Abstractm

The Joint Sports Day of Korean Schools of North Gando in
the 1910s

Jeong, Yeh—Ji

This article is aimed at analysing the joint Sports day of Korean schools held
in North Gando in the 1910s to grasp political conditions amid Korean who
lived in that region and their political goals more deeply. The sponsoring body
of the joint Sports day, sometimes gathered more than 10,000 people, was those
who could be called “national antonomists.”

National autonomists were strongly against imperial Japan based on their na-
tional identity as a Korean and at the same time, constantly made an effort to
receive autonomy of North Gando from China. Through the joint Sports day,
Korean could have the crucial opportunity to share their identity as a Korean,
which led national autonomists to hold hegemony over a Korean community of
North Gando. They maintained a close association with the Chinese local author-
ity as well.

The Chinese local authority took a supportive stance on the joint Sports day,
revealing an anti-Japanese character, because the authority thought that this
event may benefit the authority’s control over North Gando. That is to say that
national autonomists were willing to become naturalized in China for the sake of
their autonomy, which would lead to the stability of the authority’s ruling in
that region.

On the other hand, the Japanese consulate at Gando carefully watched the
joint Sports day as one of dangerous anti-Japanese movements. When it comes
to the Japan’s influence in the region of Gando, enhancing the relationship be-

tween the Korean community and the Chinese local authority must clash with



Japan’s interest. However, the consulate could not take any action to change the
situation until Japanese army’s invasion of Gando and the massacre of Korean
people in 1920.

In conclusion, the joint Sports day of Koran schools could be held under the
balance of power among Korean national autonomist who strived to obtain au-
tonomy of North Gando, the Chinese local authority which attempted to en-
hance their ruling to that region by supporting Korean autonomist, and the
Japanese consulate which did not have enough power to block anti-Japanese ac-

tivities, such as the Korean joint Sports day.

Key words : the Sports day, Ganminhoe(3 ), Ganmin-Gyoyukhoe(3&RZ{E ), Kim Yakyeon
(42, national autonomist




