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m Abstractm

Joseon-Manchukuo Summit Talk of 1936 in Tumen and

“Seonman-ilyeo”

Joung, An—Ki

On October 29, 1936, Japanese Governor-General of Joseon Minami Jiro had
a summit talk with Commander of the Kwantung Army Ueda Kenkichi in
Tumen, Tonghwa Province, Manchukuo (Manchuria). In the summit talk,
Minami Jiro shouted the slogan “Seonman-ilyeo (Korea and Manchuria are one
body).” The main concern of Manchukuo was Joseon’s active cooperation for
joint development of the Amnok River in connection with its five-year industrial
development plan, while Joseon (Korea) was interested in Manchukuo’s political
cooperation for ameliorating the conditions of Koreans in Manchuria as extra-
territoriality was abolished in the puppet state. Consequently, the summit talk in
Tumen was a political and economic big deal for exchanging the pending issues
of Manchukuo’s urgent need for industrial development and Joseon’s quest for
the stabilization of the Japanese rule over the Korean peninsula. So to speak, the
meeting between two leaders in Tumen was a historical event through which the
Joseon-Manchukuo relationship of antagonism and conflict was converted into
that of mutual dependence and cooperation and in which the slogan of
“Seonman-ilyeo” first appeared to represent such a new relationship. Further, the
slogan did not end in an echo or gesture of empty words, but worked as an
ideological mechanism that supported the Joseon-Manchukuo projects of the late
1930s including the water-power development on the Amnok River—that is, the
construction of the Supung Dam—widely cited as “the landmark achievement of
Seonman-ilyeo.” Ultimately, the slogan “Joseon and Manchukuo are one body”

was another ideology for colonial rule that reconciled the ideological in-
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compatibility between national unity advocated by Manchukuo and Naeseon-ilche
(Japan and Korea are one entity) sought by the Japanese Government-General of
Korea and emphasized building a new imperial order. However, although pre-
vious studies referred to the slogan “Seonman-ilyeo” of the 1930s, most of them
contained little discussion about when, where, why and by whom the slogan was
shouted, or about the summit talk in Tumen. Therefore, this paper paid atten-
tion to the Tumen talk which marked a historical turning point in the relation-
ship between Joseon and Manchukuo after the foundation of Manchukuo in
1932 and through which the leaders of Joseon and Manchukuo sought a new
imperial order based on the slogan. In addition, this study tried to clarify the
historical significance of the Tumen talk and slogan “Seonman-ilyeo” with focus

on imperial Japan’s diverse responses to them.

Key words : Tumen talk, Joseon-Manchukuo summit talk, Seonman-ilyeo (Joseon and Manchukuo
are one body), Naeseon-ilche (Japan and Joseon are one entity), National unity,
Minami Jiro, Koreans in Manchuria






