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m Abstractm

Reexamining the Korean Migration History Research in
Northeast China and Memories/Commemorations of the

Anti-Japanese Resistance Movement

Kim, Jeong—Hyun

With the normalization of diplomatic relations between the Republic of Korea
(a.k.a. South Korea) and the People’s Republic of China in 1992 and the sub-
sequent surge of academic exchanges between the two countries, the history of
the Koreans migrated to the northeast region of China (i.e. Manchuria) has
drawn more interest and research efforts. Since then until now, numerous pub-
lications have been made on the history of modern Manchuria. The Korean mi-
gration history to northeast China has been often researched in association with
the Korean independence movement and economic reasons, but recently more di-
verse thoughts and perspectives are brought in the discussion of causes and char-
acteristics of different phases of the modern Korean migration to the region. In
2011, commemorating the 80thyear of the Manchurian Incident(which happened
on September 18, 1931), many international seminars and conferences are being-
held, where a wide range of topics related to Manchukuo(lit. Manchustate) and the
Incident are being discussed. In these academic meetings, the significance of
northeast China is being discussed from a variety of angles, and the lives of the
Korean immigrants in the region and their historical memories of the an-
ti-Japanese resistance movement are being reexamined.

Koreans started to move into the northeast region of modern China for eco-
nomic reasons, but the region was used as the base of human and material re-
sources for the Korean anti-Japanese resistance movement during the colonial

era. However, because of the recent economic growth of China and increasing
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interactions with South Korea, more ethnic Koreans in the region—called
Joseon-jok(lit. Joseonpeople) to be distinguished from the Koreans in Korea and
other countries — are moving out of their ethnic community, bringing the de-
cline of the Korean community in Manchuria. The Joseon-jok have been maintain-
ing their strong cultural and ethnic identity as Koreans in the multi-ethnic soci-
ety of China, but as generations pass, their ethnic affinity with Korea can fade
along with their Korean identity.

This paper will look into existing studies and characterizations of the Korean
migration to northeast China from the perspective of “diaspora” based on the
most recent findings on the colonial-era Korean migration to the region. The
particular focus will be on how the historical sites related to colonial-era
Koreans’ anti-Japanese resistance activities are being preserved and commemo-
rated as places of collective memories for the Joseon-jok to preserve their Korean
ethnic identity. Memory is present-oriented rather than past-oriented and is re-
configured from the perspective of the present; therefore, it is impossible to sep-
arate the group’s interest and attitude towards their shared memories from their
collective identity. By examining existing studies and field research reports on
Koreans’ anti-Japanese resistance activities in northeast China, including the
most recent ones, the paper will investigate whether the lives of the Korean
“diasporans” in Northeast China and the anti-Japanese resistance movement are
put in their rightful place in history and how the related historical sites are pre-
served and commemorated. At the present, neither South Korean scholars nor
Joseon-jok scholars who are studying the Korean anti-Japanese resistance move-
ment can fully access to the related historical sites and effectively preserve them.
More joint research and field expedition efforts should be made by Korean and
Chinese scholars, invigorating research on the history of the Joseon-jok, so that it
can help strengthen the Joseon-jok’s ethnic identity as Korean “diasporans” and

elevate their historical stature in northeast China.

Key words : Northeast China, Korean Migration History, Anti-Japanese Resistance Movement,
Memories/Commemorations






