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m Abstractm

The Koreans in Manchuguo :

Between Diaspora and Colonilalism

Lee, Dong—Jin

Manchuria of the early 20th century was the Balkan Peninsula of the East
Asia. Taking advantage of the weakened China, Russia the continental power
and Japan the maritime force came into conflict over Manchuria. Since the
Russo-Japanese War, the two countries had divided their dominance in the re-
gion by south and north, and blocked the intervention of the United States.
This situation, however, changed when the Russian Revolution weakened the
control of Russia over the territory, increasing the influence of the U.S. instead,
and the rising nationalism among the Chinese threatened the vested rights of the
Japanese. As the central Chinese government, having succeeded in the ‘North
Extension(or Unification),” tried to extend its power to Manchuria, Japan staged
the ‘Manchurian incident’ and set up ‘Manchuguo.” Japanese occupation of the
region resulted in the rising status for the Koreans living there, who had been
harshly treated by the Chinese government on the account that they were the
tools of Japan and Russia. For the Koreans were the Japanese under the law.
Since the Japanese did not recognize the Korean’s renunciation of nationality,
they could still consider those Koreans who had acquired Chinese nationality as
Japanese. This made the Koreans seen, to the eyes of the Chinese, as the ad-
vance guard or tools of the Japan’s invasion of Manchuria; this was ‘the prob-
lem of the Koreans.’

This problem twisted with the emergence of Manchuguo; the problem was
solved as for the Koreans, but the Chinese could not accept it. Legally speaking,

Manchuguo was a state not a colony, hence the Chinese as its people could



hardly embrace the fact that they were put in the inferior status to the Koreans
who were under the Japanese colonial rule. This caused conflicts over the status
of the Koreans in Manchuria between the Gwandong Army and the Japanese
Government-general of Korea. Yet, as the Koreans of Manchuguo like those in
the Korea Peninsula had become the subject of the draft, they were less regu-
lated by the ‘oneness of Manchuria and Japan’ or the ‘oneness of Manchuria
and Korea’ policies (National harmony) than the ‘oneness of Korea and Japan’
policy. As a result, the Koreans in the region could enjoy the status similar to
that of the Japanese (‘the second-class citizen’ or ‘the second Japanese’). This
shows that the korean diaspora in Manchuria included ‘colonial’ element as ‘the
problem of the Koreans’ was influenced by the geopolitical factor of Manchuria

(‘the problem of Manchuria’).

Key words : the problem of Manhuria, the problem of the Koreans, Manchuguo, the Koreans,
National harmony, Oneness of Korea and Japan, double colonization




