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m Abstractm

From Manchukuo to Korea in the Sixties, the Flow of the

Bulldozer State

Han, Suk—Jung

The paper traces the speedy, ruthless construction across the country by the
1960’s Korean government led by the military leaders after the coup (the
so-called ‘bulldozer state’) and argues that their ideology, high modernism (or
obsessive belief in progress, production, and indulgence in line) originating from
Europe (Germany during the WWI), flowed to Korea through Manchukuo.

The imprint of Manchkuo was indelible in Korean construction in terms of
high modern design, military leadership, and their experience in the Manchukuo
Army built by Japanese. But the speed and scale of digging, drilling, reclaiming,
greening in Korea surpassed those in Manchukuo. Since the former mobilized its
resources from both the governmental drive and the support of people to jump
from the maximum poverty level, it can be labeled as ‘livelihood high modern-
ism’, differing from a trait of the Japanese construction for the last several deca-
des (largely ridiculed as ‘togen state’, one driven by the complicity of politicians,

businessmen, and Yakuza).

Key words : bulldozer state, 60’s Korean government, Manchukuo, high modernism, togen state




