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m Abstractm

From Nihon Romanha to Manshu Roman

— Characteristics of Kitamura Kenjiro’s Works on Immigrating to

Manchukuo -

Yu, Su Jeong (Gachon University)

Kitamura Kenjir0 (JbJfxf5) was one of the representative writers in
Manchukuo (i§yliE). He founded the literary journal Manshti Roman (GRS,
born in Tokyo, and spent his childhood in Dalian (;&3ii). He returned to Tokyo
to matriculate at university, and enjoyed modern culture in Tokyo for 10 years.
Kitamura started his literary career from 1931. He contributed short stories and
essays in several journals while socializing with other writers such as Kiyama
Shohei (Alif45) and Dazai Osamu (J57j4). After emigrating to the capital of
Manchukuo Xinjing (757) in 1937, he published Manshi Roman from October
1938 to November 1940 while writing his own creative work.

The early works, prior going to Manchuria, have the following characteristics
of romantic literature in common: (1) a yearning for the exotic, (2) unreality
based on the abundant imagination, (3) the consciousness as a stranger, @) and
décadence. But works of Manchukuo period changed to include the following
characteristics: (A) reality based on actual and practical information, and crit-
ical but futuristic directivity. It seems to have strayed from Romanticism as
form. If we dare to call as “Romanticism” of Kitamura’s works of Manchukuo
period, that is the “Continental Romance” and “Manshu Roman” what Yasuda

Yojyuro({f- B [) said as the future of Japanese Empire.

Key words : Manshu Roman, NIlhon Romanha, Kitamura Kenjiro, Continental Romance, Japanese
Romanticism




