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Korean Comfort Women ', Fluid Representation

Lee, Ji—eun (Seoul National University of Science and Technology)

This study investigated how the texts representing ‘comfort women’ were pro-
duced, distributed and translated before official testimonies about Korean
‘comfort women’ appeared. Unlike the official denial, prior to the first testi-
mony, many representations of ‘comfort women’ were produced. These repre-
sentations were often distorted depending on the speakers’ location and
intentions. The texts representing ‘comfort women’ prior to 1991 are important
in that they clearly depict how ‘comfort women’ were perceived as individual
subjects of speech, and accordingly, how they were distorted and refracted. In
addition, by examining the aspects of representation, the power relations still op-
erating can be understood. This study investigated the texts written by Im
Jong-guk, who would write the existence of ‘comfort women’ in the memory of
the nation under this critical mind. Im Jong-guk extracted and cited contents re-
lated to ‘comfort women’ from war recordings and reminiscences published in
Japan to reveal the reality of Korean ‘comfort women.” The texts on ‘comfort
women’ were supplemented, oscillating between studies of Im Jong-guk and
studies of Korean-Japanese Kim Il-myeon. The appearance of ‘comfort women’
discovered in the retrospect of Japanese soldiers became expressed as the ‘rage’
on the empire, going through ‘Kim Il-myeon-Im Jong-guk,” men of the nation.
However, there were no accounts from Japanese soldiers’ perspectives on the as-
sumption of their being ‘comforters.” ‘Im Jong-guk-Kim Il-myeon’ wrote repre-
sentations of ‘comfort women’ while they assimilated within gendered positions
as ‘the comforted.” Furthermore, the memoirs of “comfort women’ were dis-

torted by publishing companies, translators, and so on. However, without raising



A R/, ek B 207

fr
=3

any questions, only the parts needed were taken and quoted. By looking at the
distortion patterns, this research explores the representative meanings behind

“comfort women” in Korea and Japan.

Key words : Korean comfort women, War records, representation of comfort women, Im Jong-Guk,

Kim Il-myeon







