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m Abstractm

A Study on the Children’s Theater in Manchurian Korea

—Focusing on the Works in the “Manseon Daily” —

Li Fu Shi(Korea University)

This article analyzes three children’s plays of the Man Son Daily, which pre-
sumably appeared after the Sino-Japanese War. Toward the end of Japanese rule,
children’s plays of Manchukuo Korean people shared several features, one of
which was a storyline in which the main characters had often lost one or both
parents. In this backdrop, families were often depicted as destitute, which often
magnified images of poverty. In colonial cultures, the loss of one’s parents often
symbolizes the loss of sovereignty. The protagonist’s poor and pitiable image
mirrors the miserable lives Korean children suffered during the colonial period.
On the other hand, protagonists with cheerful and courageous personalities ulti-
mately overcome their misfortunes to rise heroes-possible evidence of an opti-
mistic worldview. Children’s plays during this period also depicted several
class-based problems, such as those between bourgeoisie and proletariats in capi-
talist societies, in patriarchal system, and with exploitation under colonial rule.
Classism thus characterized Korean Children’s plays in Manchuria. In the later
years of Japan’s colonial period, the most obvious feature of Korean children’s
play was the growing tendency to metaphorically interpret their plots and themes
through Christian consciousness. The Manchuria Korean children’s plays present

new worlds founded on national liberation and freedom from colonial rule.

Key words : Manchuria, Man Son Daily, Children’s Literature, Children’s play, family deficiency, class

relations, the Christian consciousness




