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Abstract

Between Nation and People:
Manchurian State, Korean,

Community shown in the three

Athletic Meetings of 1940

Lee Dongjin(Kyungpook National
University, Sociology)

Athletics is a daily activity and a political one
at the same time. These two aspects of sports
were also found in the three athletic meetings, the
East-Asian Game, the Grand Athletic Meeting for
National Founding (GAMNF) and the Dano
Festival Athletic Meeting (DFAM: Dano festival is
traditional spring holiday to celebrate the end of
planting) that were held in Manchurian State in
the 1940’s. The political aspects were represented
not only in the national ceremony performed in
opening and closing ceremonies but also in the
relationship between participants (players and
spectators) in the sport activities. The athletic
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meeting leads the participants to feel as one body
rather than to feel being divided according to the
teamn they belong to. Players sometimes become
spectators and vice versa. Thus, it helps the
participants to have experience in the real
community and to extend this experience,
creating an imagined one.

The GAMNFs were held to commemorate the
‘national founding’, thus creating the community
of Manchurian State. Particularly in 1940's, they
were also to create the regional community
centering on the Japanese Empire in honor of the
26 hundredth anniversary of Japan. On the other
hand, the DFAMs were held to create a Korean
community through the celebration of traditional
Korean festival days. There were various games
such as field and track events and team sports in
the GAMNFs, whereas the main games of the
DFAMs were traditional Korean games like
wrestling and swing competition.

However, all the regions did not hold both the
games. Some regions held only the GAMNF,
others held the GAMNF and the DFAM
separately. There were also regions that hosted
only the GAMNF where the DFAM was

simultaneously held, and in some regions a
lecture meeting instead of the DFAM was held to
strengthen the object of the GAMNEF. These
differences reflect the standing of the Koreans
within each region. Yet, the sport meeting goes

further in its role than the reflection of a real
community. It cemented the real community and
furthered to create an imaginary one. Koreans
participated in the DFAMs more than in the
GAMNFs, which means that the concept of
Chosun nation took precedence before that of
Manchurian state both in the real and imagined
communities.

It was due to the Korean branch of Harmony
Meeting and Manchurian and Chosun  Daily
Newspaper that the DFAM saw such great
successes. Korean communities could be
consolidated through these organizations. They
were pro-Japanese ones that were established to
unify Koreans through the a state instead of
ethnics, that is to say, through the community of
Manchurian state rather than a Korean commu-
nity. Koreans took part in the GAMNFs through
them. These activities, on the contrary, resulted in

the effect of strengthening Korean communities.
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