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1) Tan Buruma, 2006, “Mr. Vengeance,” New York Times Magazine; April 9 New York Times, 34~39%.
S oY 982 36%.

2) Michael Robinson, 2005, “Contemporary Cultural Production in South Korea: Vanishing Meta-Narratives
of Nation,” New Korean Cinema, eds., Chi-Yun Shin and Julian Stringer, New York: New York
University Press, 19%.
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160 dtet 70 d i) tFFsE Ttk BEAAGste] AR I
59 1962 & < TRl & AT 2 Fe F AUA 196397 65
Atolol Aoz AREA o] Tolle Az F2H 249 §
3 AEFH FA 9 7ol T 70dd 2o HHIT WS
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o) SRkl ARE YstEFde AL OE FAE FJ2AS Boja gtk
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A Az ZRss Brske P AnrlE s,

[ Y

15/

S
!

) 19609t 28], FRIs}, AAGs a8 qHF3 T T A2 A E
e A7loltt. S P HATI oYU TFAHAYGEE “HEEo|ZT BRI o
o} A MEEAEE o] Al7] AAYE do) Fo2 Hth To }EW ojZd
ARG A FFH Aol olFsto] FFATtY It oY, (= F3t
AR (A2 = Gl 3, 1969) 3095

fEd DGR = 029 FEFES0] Utk <Fibgel & dAEs (JAH,
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ARAL 1964), <22 > FFETE, 1964), <Boke] Tgo]> (PE, 1965), <EEE T
> (0183, 1965), <5879 Atd> (A&, 1965), <Foke] AA> (3}, 1966),
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<F&A> (A 1968), <G> (FY4, 1968). (B8 <AFEZRIFG &0 Ath> (3
23 1965)F Bl & BTt ofd FEolE FUE WA AVIE 283 AR 48T
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2 2930

19703t A gste Estd 4 G A+ e A4d9e d7E Heh
Kim Soyoung, 2005, “Genre as Contact Zone: Hong Kong Action and Korean Hwalkuk,” Hong Kong

v

Connections:  Transnational Imagination in Acion Cinema, eds. Meaghan Morris, Siu Leung Li and
Stephen Chan Ching-kiu, (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 97~110%.
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7) Robert Burgoyne, 1997, Film Nation: Hollywood Looks at U.S. History Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 8%
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m Abstract s

The Ambiguous Nationalism Reflected in the Manchurian

Action Films

Ahn Jinsoo

Manchurian action films of the 1960s project powerful images of militant an-
ti-colonial struggle by muscular Korean men. The nationalist ideology is the
foundation of the genre, making apparent the sacredness of the individual's de-
votion and sacrifice for the nationalist struggle. The family is typically allegorized
to figure the nation. And, combined with melodramatic economy of social justice
and retribution, such familial representation ignites the engine of the narrative
progression, justifying and intensifying the militant struggle against the brutal
colonial power of Japan. But the allegorization and vengeance motif could not
resolve the very dilemma of colonialism on some symbolic level. The great num-
ber and intensity of sacrifices represented at the close of the films leave the sur-
vivors in a state of shock, grief and despair in which the nationalist rhetoric can
only register a vacant echo. Men in this film cycle are active and muscular
agents of resistance struggle, but their significance can be represented only
through the ultimate sacrifice.

As such, the anti-colonial struggle in Manchuria can be pictured only in pro-
visional terms in the 1960s. Circumscribed by cultural anxiety over Japanese cul-
tural infiltration, the film cycle seems to assert through new terms and images
that the nationalist struggle is still a continuing project of the period. Set in
these volatile social circumstances, particularly over the South Korean govern-
ment’s efforts to normalize relations with Japan, this popular and romantic ren-

dition of the colonial past seems to prefigure the need to keep the anti-colonial
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struggle alive. In other words, Manchurian action films seem to take sides with
the strong anti-colonial sentiment of the masses who took to the streets to pro-
test the government’s foreign policy. Yet, the nihilism and despair that are
all-too apparent in these films suggest the great pains and loss that arise with
cultural construction of the nation. The nationalist rhetoric is flimsily applied as

bandage to these irrecoverable wounds, trauma and loss.

Key words : Manchurian action film, nationalism, colonialism, family, vengeance
motif, plagiarism, Japanese culture as threat
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