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m Abstract m

Competition between Japan and Russia over East Asian Railways

Kim, Ji-hwan (Incheon National University)

From the late 19th century to the first half of the 20th century, expansionist
geopolitical exploits had created a Western world that pitted many countries be-
tween the British and Russian Empires. Early on, British representatives made
their way to the Far East to form ties with Japan and promulgated an Anglo-
Japanese Alliance, a policy aimed at pre-emptively negating any such relations
with Russia, Britain's main competitor at the time. Soon, however, shared re-
gional interests eventually challenged this power dynamic. This paper inves-
tigates the shifting geopolitical concerns and changes in competitive patterns
between Japan and Russia, focusing on the construction and management of rail-
ways on the Korean Peninsula and in Manchuria. It finds that Russia and Japan
engaged in fierce competition for passengers and train freights in Manchuria, of-
ten vying for allotments on the Chinese Eastern Railway and South Manchuria
Railway. In this process, the Japanese Empire built a feeder line to increase their
number of passengers and expanded their distribution of goods along the South
Manchuria Railway. In examining the changes in goods distribution in Manchuria
and the changes in power relations between Russia and Japan, this paper eluci-
dates on the construction and economics of South Manchuria’'s primary feeder
lines: Taoyang Railway, Qike Railway, Labin Railway, and Anfeng Railway. It
finds that the South Manchuria Railway prospered by applying Northern
Manchurian logistics, which significantly curtailed Chinese Eastern Railway oper-
ations and eventually prompted Japan's acquisition of the railway in 1935.

Key words: Japan, Russia, South Manchuria Railway, Chinese Eastern Railway, Anfeng
Railway, Labin Railway, Taoyang Railway, Qike Railway




