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m Abstract m

Chinese Language Instruction and the Training of
Interpreters at the Sa-yeok-won for Diplomatic Relations
with Ming and Qing China

Kim, Jun-Young(Wonkwang University)

Chinese language education during the Joseon Dynasty developed into a rela-
tively comprehensive system encompassing educational institutions, admin-
istrative oversight, teaching methodologies, interpreter training, and textbook
compilation. Accordingly, research on Chinese language training in this period
provides not only a comprehensive under standing of its historical practices but
also valuable reference materials for modern foreign language education.

This study examines the operations and educational practices of the
Sa-yeok-won (7li#), a government bureau during the Joseon Dynasty, with par-
ticular attention to student recruitment, instructional methods, and measures for
managing interpreters. Students at the institution began their training at a young
age and were taught through real-world immersion. They were required to master
accurate Chinese pronunciation under strict language policies that banned the
use of Korean. To further strengthen their speaking abilities, the U-eo-cheong (%
%), a specialized conversation course, was the bureau cultivated cultural learn-
ing—including Confucian studies and history—aimed at developing the cultural
competence of diplomatic interpreters.

Management practices for students and interpreters included attendance mon-
itoring (wonjeom system), cumulative grading, and a structured reward-and-penalty
framework. Over its 500-year history, the Sa-yeok-won trained a steady stream of
interpreters and played a vital role in promoting diplomatic and cultural ex-
changes between Joseon and China. The bureau’s strategies present striking par-
allels with modern foreign language education, offering valuable reference mate-
rials for future educational development.
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