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m Abstract m

Rethinking Manxi (%) Literature
: The Literary Claims of the Yiwenzhi (B3GE)

Jung, Keoyul (Dankook University)

This study explores the literary consciousness and aesthetic strategies of the
Manxi (#%) writers—Chinese authors active in Manchukuo—and their role in
shaping the discourse of “Manchukuo literature,” a discursive construct rather
than a widely accepted category. It was within this literary sphere that Chinese
writers divided into two camps: the Wencong (#i%), who emphasized
“native-soil realism,” and the Yiwenzhi (#3.&), who advocated writing and pub-
lishing free from political or ideological constraints. Although their literary stan-
ces diverged, both shared the larger goal of developing a distinct Manxi literature
under colonial rule.

Despite the Yiwenzhi and Wencong groups' shared aims, few studies have ana-
lyzed their differences, often labeling the Yiwenzhi as “collaborationist” while
overlooking the complexity of the group’s literary thought. By reexamining the
critical positions of key figures such as Gu Ding (i 1) and Jue Qing (F7%), this
study reevaluates their theoretical claims and proposals for sustaining and devel-
oping Manxi literature. By moving beyond the familiar dichotomy of resistance
and collaboration, the research highlights the efforts of Yiwenzhi writers to as-
sert cultural agency and gain literary autonomy within the constraints of
Manchukuo politics.

Key words: Manxi literature, Manchukuo literature, Yiwenzhi, Wencong, Gu Ding, Jue
Qing, literary autonomy




