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6) Mark Metzle, 2006, Lever of Empire, pp.22-25.
7) Austin Dean, China and the end of Global Silver, 1873~1937, p.147.
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O]FAF AFU9] A= Isenberg, Andrew C. 2005, Mining California: An Ecological History.
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University of California Press; Daniel Davy, 2022, Gold Rush Societies and Migrant Networks
in the Tasman World, Edinburgh University Press 5°] %It}

13) golxg]7le] ZEYAE tE AFEE Alan H. Jeeves, 1985, Migrant Labour in South Africa's
Mining Economy: The Struggle for the Gold Mines' Labour Supply, 1890-1920, McGill-Queen's
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m Abstract m

The Manchurian Gold Rush

. Global, National, and Local Perspectives

Song, Inju(Sogang University)

This study offers a preliminary analysis of the gold rush in Manchuria from the
mid-19th to the early 20th century, examining it across global, national, and local
levels. At the global level, the paper moves beyond Western-centered narratives of
gold rushes to analyze how gold mining in Manchuria functioned within the ex-
pansion of the global gold standard and broader transnational gold rush dynamics.
In this context, Manchuria emerged as a contested arena amongimperial powers—
including Russia, the Qing dynasty, and Japan—each of which accelerated in-
dustrialization and nation-state formationthrough the expansion of gold mining.

At the national level, the paper highlights how gold mining in Manchuria was
closely tied to state-building and frontier governance in East Asia. The Qing dy-
nasty reinforced border defenses and restructured administrative systems through
mining initiatives, while Japan, after the Manchurian Incident, pursued the for-
mation of an independent economic bloc centered on gold development.

At the regional level, the Manchurian gold rush is analyzed as a driving force
behind rapid socio-economic transformations in frontier society. Gold mining
stimulated population influx and urban growth, while also giving rise to groups
such as (gold bandits). Centered on mining zones, commercialization advanced
rapidly and significantly reshaped the demographic and economic landscapes of
the remote borderlands.

In conclusion, the Manchurian gold rush functioned as a critical driver of
modern transformations in East Asia. By examining this phenomenon across
global, national, and regional dimensions, this paper provides an integrated ac-
count of how Manchuria experienced and mediated broader historical change.

Key words: Gold Rush, Manchuria, gold mining, Qing dynasty, Russia, Japan, gold
standard




