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Abstract

Missionary Approach to Understanding of the Death
of Traditional Kazakh People

: Focusing on Funeral Culture and Its Customs

The purpose of this study i1s to find a way of missionary approach for Kazakh
mission by understanding the perspective of death of traditional Kazakh nomads and
illuminating it with biblical truth. All the procedures and customs of the traditional
Kazakh nomadic funeral are focused on satisfying the ancestor god Aruakh. The
understanding of death in the Kazakh funeral culture and its customs are not in
harmony with the Bible's teaching, which is a missionary task to be solved for the
Kazakh church and Christians. In this regard, the researcher introduces the
traditional Kazakh nomadic funeral culture and its customs, and suggests the
Kazakh's perspective of death by understanding the meanings of each elements, and
seeks for the possibility of missionary approach by illuminating it with the truth of
the Bible.

In the Central Asian region, indigenous folk religions such as Tengrism,
ancestor worship, and Saint worship have been practiced before the propagation of
Islam. Central Asian Islam, represented by Sufism, has been widely spread to
Kazakh nomadic societies, mainly in southern Kazakhstan, accepting the rituals and

ideas of traditional indigenous folk religions. Although the Kazakh were in the
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sphere of Islamic influence, almost all of them were nominal Muslims, and their
faith was a mixture of traditional folk religion and Islam. From ancient times to the
contemporary, the Kazakh people’s religious practices consist of elements of
traditional folk religions in the form of Islam. Thus, as with the main themes of
religious practice, the Kazakh people’s understanding of death was also influenced
by the Syncretism of the traditional shamanism and Islamic thoughts.

The traditional Kazakh nomadic funeral culture and its customs reflect the
Kazakh’s understanding of the death. For Kazakh Muslims, death is not merely a
separation of souls from the body, but a transition from one world to another. In
other words, it is to move to the life of that world after the life of this world is
over. Such understanding was the basis for shaping faith in the Aruakh, the
ancestral soul(zhan-ruh), among the Kazakhs since ancient times. Aruakh forms the
core of the Kazakh people’s immortality of soul, and makes the basis of
understanding that man does not die by mixing with the Tengrism, the origin of
immortality of soul, and that of Islam which was later introduced. From such a view
of death and afterlife, the belief that the dead have a lasting relationship with the
living in the afterlife has been formed, and this belief system is manifested through
the practice of customs for the satisfaction of the dead, the core of the Kazakh
people's funeral rituals.

As discussed above, it is confirmed that the Kazakh people's view of death and
the afterlife are far from the teachings of the Bible. The main doctrines of cause of
death, state after death, resurrection, and judgment were examined in disharmony
with Bible truth. Nevertheless, the missionary approach to the Kazakh people’s
understanding of death must be taken carefully. It is necessary to avoid one-sided
condemnation or uncritical acceptance of their ideas, and to transform them into a
biblical perspective by understanding their funeral culture and the context in which
they are formed, and by examining and critiquing them with the truth of the Bible.
This requires a long term and patience. Only when the Kazakh people’s
understanding of death is illuminated by biblical truth and transformed into the

biblical perspective, the purpose of mission will be achieved.
Keywords: Kazakh People, Funeral Culture and Its Customs, Syncretism,

Understanding of Death, ‘Aruakh,” Folk Religion, Islam, Biblical

Perspective
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