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The Political Understanding of the Sunni-Shia Conflict
(Based on the Situations in Syria and Yemen)

Abstract

The Sunni-Shia conflict can be defined a modern phenomenon in the history of Islam.
History is an interpreted fact, so an interpretation of the past is based on projecting
the present into the history. The Sunni-Shia conflict is causing especially fatal
consequences now in Syria and Yemen, leading to numerous deaths and refugees. Saudi Arabia
and Iran, the two leading leaders of Sunni-Shia, are driving Syria and Yemen into the
flames of their proxy war. Thus, in other words, sectarian conflict is more destructive in
the context of political conflict than in religious contexts. Islam was mainly Sunni from
the beginning, and Shia was not as strong as it was to be an axis of conflict. Although
the political forces that tried to overthrow the Sunni Muslim dynasties used Shi'ite
ideology for the successful founding of the new Muslim kingdoms such as Fatimid Caliphate
(909-1171 CE) ,Buyid dynasty (934-1062 CE),Safavid dynasty (1501-1736 CE),the emergence of
these dynasties should be seen as a politically interpreted and activated sectarian
movement rather than as the result of the Shi'a sectarian movement .

This study works for the analysis of the Sunni-Shia sectarian conflict. Saudi Arabia
achieved national formation by combining the fundamentalist Sunni Islam of Wahhabism with
the political power of the Saudi royal family. In contrast, the 1979 Islamic Revolution in
Iran led by Khomeini emerged as the result of an anti-Western and anti-systematic movement,
with Shia Islam at the forefront as a national ideology. In the 1970s, Saudi Arabia was
able to become a regional power by securing huge oil money by weaponizing oil, and by
spreading Wahhabism around the world, it hopes to expand the country's geopolitical
interests to the entire Muslim world. Iran in the 1970s was in a state of backwardness due
to the decadence of Western imperialism, the depraved monarchy and neighboring countries
that had fallen into the claws of Western interests. To break this reality, Iran's
Khomeini sought to revolutionize corrupt and unjust secular civilization in accordance
with the spirit of Shia Islam and to succeed in the permanent revolution of Islam For Iran
at that time, Iraq's Shi'a people, Syria's Assad Shia ruling forces and Lebanon's Shi'ite
minority groups were noted for their ease of forming alliances, and Saudi Arabia accepted
this kind of Shi'ite movement as a threat and challenge. Thus, the Sunni-Shia sectarian
conflicts spread beyond individual countries to regional scale, and began to take on the
character of proxy warfare. The 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq resulted in the removal of
Iraq's Shi'ites from a Sunni crackdown, resulting in the expansion of Iran's regional
influence. In addition, with the spread of the Islamic international movement, quasi-state
armed networks such as al-Qaida have transcended the country and built it into a global
new cold war following the U.S. Cold War. The 2008 U.S. financial crisis has shaken the
balance between world politics and power. Anti-authoritarian democratic movements that had
been suppressed have erupted into the Arab Spring, and in areas where sectarian tribal
power relations are complex, such as Syria and Yemen, have erupted into civil war of mass
destruction. At the center of sectarian conflict and conflict was Iran—-Saudi Arabia's
proxy war, and outside the stage of such sectarian conflict, the competition for hegemony
was waged by big powers like the United States-Russia—China.Thus small countries such as
Yemen and Syria, which have sectarian contradictions, have fallen into the modern history
of tragedy.

This study analyzes the mechanism of these sectarian conflicts, namely Iran and Saudi
Arabia's proxy warfare, and based on the case of Syria as a criterion of comparison,
sought the way of possible solutions for the sectarian conflict in Yemen. In the end, the



simplest, easiest, and most basic solution for establishing a peace regime 1is the
construction of a democratic state. Syria and Yemen should rebuild normal states in
accordance with democratic procedures.Although it implies sectarian differences, it should
create a democratic order in which differences are recognized maturely by respect for
trust and diversity, not by discrimination or oppression. This is the only way to prevent
outside hegemonic forces from driving sectarian differences in individual countries into a
fractious conflict in the form of divide—and-rule. It will be a way for neighboring powers
not to use sectarian differences and not to intervene in proxy warfare, destroying the
nation.

Keywords:Sunni-Shia,Proxy Wars,Wahhabism,Saudi Arabia,lIran,Sectarian,Syria,Yemen
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1 “50,000 children in Yemen have died of starvation and disease so far this year, monitoring group

says.” https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-save-the-children-yemen-20171116-
story.html/(accessed Feb. 20, 2019).
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" Talmiz Ahmad,Turmoil in West Asia: The Sectarian Divide Shapes Regional Competitions(New
Delhi:IDSA, 2016).7.

® Mark Lynch, The Arab Uprising: The Unfinished Revolutions of the New Middle East(New York:Public
Affairs, 2012).4.
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Sae aAnA GR, vGel e A5 ool A FAN SAE ds Acta
2 AT BES gorsl A, olzle] Fustel Bwe AR Aot g
27| Nouri Al Maliki) #lobsh AFe A% F4o] glojx] FUstE Falsha asiel
e Aozt o B AT ofghulolz oleta W] Ut ol AFH R AUsA
olebai olghy ALST] obebulole] 154 PO e g
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[I1. ool w3 F34 A9 g (proxy wars)

2011 1€ HUAe] g7] AR 9l 2E](Zine El Abidine Ben Ali)7F FZE93%
Tl A ofge]  WFs a7 AopAopet  FopxEgbe]l g, o]HE
Supet=, gujote] 7hohy] owlle] 2bg(Ali Abdullah Saleh)®= HF oA Eeta A3 W3
AL gAY Aok, & DP JAHAIRD, @9k, ARS-T] ofEpu]olE A&l AUkt

2007 wl=rdk Al 58 VIR AdE ATES HEE giF Aol AMotaol A 9S FEFSHHA
ofgtel i #e XMZ* AWS ZHAd Aotk oA AAl RE vEhEo] o] AWA
Holup#] EgAIRE APl wl=ro] A by AHE Folgktid Algofel olgtAe} o w9
A5 R BAeR g o3 dwnlg %—__1%011*1 AfEA Estth. FolEn o5 Ao
FUdet Fotutr gl T4 Zed BEe dxss < 7] wiEel Adg =71
FeEjell A Blojus Ze] v hdetA] etk

ofgtol o] Eel dol AHAA AWl dhwol oy H AUIE AHelA FuhE aiEc]
BAAA FEL WA 283 AawEY] gEd FoR @A VvE A Rt e A
A4 vk Advk. Foluoh w7bA AAdolA FoiE el SUA o B34gk Aot} oS
THORE T3 EA4 FEH AHE A ZA FoERE 740] Fasith. 2glal £ A
WA AGAAE FHAdA T Aso Gl Folgta & F e o|F@ ARg-H ofgpnlo}e]
oA BA EAE tEE Ao Fasit.
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Al otel A A9t 4ol AlRISe] 20114 49 thebDarra)el A wektlol] o8] AL et
AspE . o] AAS AZIZ HpHE ok obA= Aol sl AZAL A9 Aol
Aol e #d Age]l AU, Aelel AHE FBES AYAE Wa AN el
TElS FASEA FA AR A4S s,

Setd Aol AbHe] WS FvbAel Bdo] Fad 4T Ark Alelol A9 of 4%
FUst ohgelEelx 166 AEE 2ebel Hobstelm Ui 10kE s|Ead. opte sbRe
orebgl s Hoteln] AW Bok HhE BA Ak, S vt ebel Aol ols) A wa
FAE A9t ARlole] FUSh FAUE e S 2 Selu Bush Aade] A,
Aeote] A AAE nEE FF AT Udu Ade REPY Soplel Uk, FEL
obAbE Aol wrietel AAEAAT A AGYANH FANA e FaFEo] AYsHAA

Syria(New Delhi :Pentagon Press,2017).6.

0 Kayhan Barzegar, “Iran, New Iraq and the Persian Gulf Political-Security Architecture” , The
Iranian Journal of International Affairs, 20 (1), (Winter 2007-08): 93-110.
' Andrew Terrill, The Saudi-Iranian Rivalry and the Future of Middle East Security (Carlisle, PA:

U.S.Army War College Strategic Studies Institute, 2011),45.
12 Nasr Vali, The Shia Revival: How Conflicts Within Islam Will Shape the Future(New York: W. W.
Norton & Company, 2007),3.



T JAoRE AP, ofAlE AL o] ko] v Foll A Xt

ot} Aol A el FWeol BAZS FXdtL Y MRS Feg I}, uleo
JzEeE oAl AUS FE FolA e JYdith. slzEee Alotul B A 02 A
oMit= AP o]ty dAZAHe]l glth. Wk wlopAl= FURE A PstE FUFEE AU
olgiH|o} FhELE Fo] AL Extel AALuA A Ye FF AT ARS-T] ofgu]ote} JMELE =
FMAoR Higto] FAsl shed oy ouwH WAool FA| A uig suS 2|
Fotth. dgtottel FEHE AR AL BAo] Fuz S oS A3 A

2014 ZE > =7k A4S AAd 1SI1Se] 42 Alglol Y717 394 A gAHe R
AGA wHE A4 A% ISIS7F olgtaet Alglote] e JEE Aotsti=dl AEdct.
[SISE Atelzma-mla @Ao] e olgta-Alglol 4AS Fast ol F uek Akole
Zetee 1 A AEAS AN, ISISel 7MEd HAAlEe = v CIA AR waw
2,000 A 31,500 AHE:z ZFAkstth? | [SISE o)gta RN E Alvkg A} AES A
SFAF A B A AYS B FrES 5.

A ofAl= A digsle] ARE HedW A= HEFRFozE ISIS 9=
Alg ol E A B M (Jabhat Fateh al-Sham)o] ATk, o] wAl= olx7tx] dxxelz
A M dItolthe] AA FH oAk, & FaE HAAL o]t & ZEhuol wEw o] 2Z 9t
n)=kol fel ofrofel #Ajolel mEla A F& ¥Egsle] o= AALEC] oF 30%E
AAFGL I Feys Aol 259 Fo B o= APS HAEsu g=Eeket
e oAl T AEE duiATIE AHeolgta A oA Algete] dEklvE
ZTAY Alglol dEE vFoly AW MAE FASE AR ARESHA] &S AdS
AAgde P oISISy & ragel e Alglol Uide  #ed B 2AEL ARG
ofgiulolZHE g A YL W’

Alglote]l AbA AE A9 ol e ¥l J¢S vzt FH Eobgo] oW 7|zt
A& HA Aol R I7FES Y Y =33 FArh.aEste] Algel Ulo BE
AHEL 9F9 AgE AYS Wi PSS e, oxls HAL o) Ao}, | =2 E e
A0S kol By A ANATE Ex 58 ntdAc. FEEIAGS JtetEer gHrle A3
AAuES zta QJUATE. A9t ofghrlolE Ately] B 2AES AT ALdtE do=
Wekth, w=k B 7] ARGt ofglnlol 7HELE 58 WholAlE AghES o1 4star A APt

Alglol ARl Tt Folit ARS-t] ofglu|ole} ool #A| wiitel Y= o3tE vl F 34
2bdel Al Y ofst|ES EWEtE ARST olghu|olel A HoluE FAkstE o] #he]
FEo] Algol AlElolA  diE]AS @l Fotho|gel Al Algol:  wl=, o]l AFS-T
olginlo} IEla TFE ZAZAY olF=rES tEEd o] AATH Fwolr}. Folwt}
ool A ol wnh=e] szETE P AT ARibolth, whE ARS-T] ofgnlolel] Q)
oAt= HAL Algolel x| Apol|A AAlES] o] whe||sti= M= o|tl, AFS-t] olglH]|o}e}
oo A5 Algol BAE FAAC Wdow dAdsty] 9g ojw Elgoely s A=d H
AT HI R o] AL fYS BAS oS ofsta7lE 99lo] U},

Alglols I AZFEH (G0 Wil 2% Al i FoI dAEs Fo sy,
AFS-t] o}gpH|ob UAE 12]al mieQle FIEIZo A A=re] HRES EHENU. o5 U
FFEF27F GOC 2oFS o] 7)ol lvhal Bl 5 GCC 3l =t <z o4 st Mg
FTEIAY AY3HA] gevhs =4S JMElEVE F48H Zethe ot Alglol WA
AFS-T] ofglnlolE Abely] x2S A AE wkd JlElEE AU e ¥l FEEIAAGS
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B “ISIS can ‘muster’ between 20,000 and 31,500 fighters, CIA says” , CNN,
http://edition.cnn.com/2014/09/11/world/meast/isissyria—iraq/ (accessed September 12, 2014).

" “Nusra leader: No end to conflict with ISIL in Syria” , Al Jazeera,
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/06/nusra-leader—conflict-isil-syria-150604021024858.html./
(accessed June 4, 2015).

5 “Nusra leader: Our mission is to defeat Syrian regime” , Al Jazeera,
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/nusra-front-golani-assad-syriahezbol lah-
1s11-150528044857528 .html ./(accessed May 28, 2015).

' “Saudi Arabia boosts Salafist rivals to Al-Qaeda in Syria” , Reuters,
http://www.reuters.com/article/us—syria—crisis—jihadists-insight idUSBRE9900R020131001./(accessed

October 1,2013).



AQdAE Holtp, AR-r] ofgH]|o} AF o= FEHIAA G A= JMetE o] A5 FE5H
st Aol ARS-T] olghH|ofe] Oﬂffha SaA7)= Aolgtal o uebA ARt ofgfi|ol=
Alglol oA F&ddAGS Fotar ety 2 ES A3A71H ol .

*lﬂo} 8 A7 AR wj B Y AEAY F7HES Aol ARE st 57t *EP*J—%

Feta 898k Yoot Algel $71E HAls) *17184 a1 oXt=EE A A F2
AEE ZASTANE}0 e R = 8 GCC T7HEE oALETE gle AlgolE AlY SR A% f;EB} wow
ofAlE AH@ 3} o|gho] {3 H A7] Wzl A9 Sk A GCC 7=l o]e)S x| HeAE
ojgtolgt= HAA AFE FEFShe 3ol Hagdd Ao, = Ol%—klﬂo} A= Al A
HAEA2 FUd Augs Ygsts FoF WA ( ‘Shia crescent’ )2 7]F<l FHolu}, At
gl Fotke] Hol e FUE X A9 Yy AASA 2 $H7F Hd Aol

GCC =7t So ARt ofghu]ole}l FHEl 2 & F/NAQ opxl= A didstes Hbate
TS a9, B TFY AAEY Juy §F LE%] A7) wj ol "htS FA3) s
Fo] s A AKX mpAut Agolgt= ok, Wkt AlEHo Al FU|E A YsHA AT
ofgtd]ole} FHEFE = AlElo} 917]E Mo} Aor & FES AESte] oAEE AASA b
AAE ASv wEoz Zolrtaxt g,

g2 shd, ARG ofgfH|ole} o] olg ou|Yo]E(UAE) = Alg|ete] ALe] el #HAlS
71tk A didk AXA AS TP ofAl= AHHEe AperEs Hddth. ofgt
o] o]Ex  AlgloloA] ofAl= AHES HAEI FYI AHAAES FHEe Aol FUI
Algolelso] that e FAsteE wyow ARG,V olAL o} Oﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂé IS
el =g W Aolz=eo] 20154 10%J IN &3] 703 3]o]ollA] 3t Hkolof wHkdx o] 9it}.
715 dAste wool ol23 Fa3%k oulE tdlof
sk, Alglel Abge] R %LEE Hhdsls A28 AR 745 &438] o sitha
x| EI 2= Agole] 97 AXZ agln on JWFAEE olojA ISISet &
g AR ge vy GRS o8 FetEvta Ad .

A Alglofell A ISISe Wi&she= %1/\} 2hd el ofgt dulgolE w3 Uttt

ZhEFE El opxlE A HES a4 ole Al el wNlEe] EHi aF £
Foduriar W] wiEol vk, webA Eﬂﬂiﬂ%i} oMAlE HEe] HA F tF T2 ojor s
Fhet2E FAH0 P . olAY GC S Agol ¢ HEe AAAH R W
LFANAMEE AEHE SASA A FE wMES FAATAE FHog Wy, aS5oAE
o|Fl o] ofALEE AASIA A AAE Algold FEHShe dEe] 7|32 K1l

ady o= AAE ﬂ"‘ﬂEi AP ojgho] Ry, AHQ] ofgte] F AlEHe] X7
ojghd o] E wiyQl 1yal odleAe] FF AlYE AAPTE. a2y FwS gste ofH
A AAES AEA Ak i YA oA ol WEE BT, thA] WA 2V|E
A A PATE 1 Al 917F Al ] otE ﬂE}éE—% o B2 oA =E el flEA BRE SR A9S
of7| A k. o]@I Aol AFoldt oW} AEFHS Zral rt.o]@e ofokEEE HUY
Hi AEAR A7]= 0]*‘“/L MNAARRAS FWSHAITE Algols vlEY Al&Fo] AR AAES
Azgeh el Gl ol olge Ax Ado] 2Pe Fi whae] AlgjoHs o]~z
Auheg 0 o Wl gen Agadoldd AolTdE Bran, of T uge
P& 1Ws FAeHs FE ANE Ztu girk. 1 FE] oldle iR whAlFolg)
WAz gEEE v oist ok, Algelst olghe mFomRE 7t 19793}
198490 B EEe T Itz A, whAeFoE ol ¥ uute] olm Ao
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" Alissa Fromkin, “UAE Foreign Policy in Iraq & Syria” , International Affairs Review,
http://www.iar-gwu.org/content/part-three-uaeforeign-policy-iraq-syria./(accessed March 5, 2015).
8 “Abdullah bin Zayed: United Arab Emirates stands firm with the Kingdom of Arabia against any
Iranian attempts to interfere in the internal affairs of the Arab States” , Emirates News Agency,
https://www.wam.ae/en/news/emirates/1395286245103.html. /(accessed October 3, 2015).

" “The General Debate of the 70th Session of the United—Nations General Assembly”
https://www.un.int/uae/statements_speeches/general-debate-70th-session-united-nations-
generalassembly-1. /(accessed October 2, 2015).

? Interview of Qatari Foreign Minister Khalid Al-Attiyah with The New Statesman,
http://www.newstatesman.com/wor 1d/middle-east/2015/09/exclusive-interview—qatari-foreign-minister—
syria—andrefugee-crisis. /(accessed September 29, 2015).
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Qi Aeotelr] WEe] A A xEs Fgom A FUth Bl T2 gol
W% o 54 A gAHoR HHH me FxF FEHOE UHL, o7l v
Fa-elAobt FA 4Ael dARY Agel Qiew Asiz AMelAs] Wl Aol
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ool ol xela To RAo] Aliote] A% ¥F %ol ol
A9 ol PP WA 3

Aue] AAL 19009 BAE olF AAF] AAAA AN wEA AAH g
AT AH ond grsel au WANT. AR i -
Aegre olehlol wEe] AuFo A due Ao RS
1967K00] ol W oWlelN A4d olF BAFI Ao Borshol
QUMFEFS] FES ML, 1990 5Uol WA oAHNe EAL ol FUt.
o) gmel Aol

20119 19 e gEFel Wk A9E HUAA W el FAn o|uEe]
Sulebs Aol BaspuA Aggrhel Fuere Asive gzl wid sAPe] o
AR ES AA BAA NES aqst A e R stekE YA AR Lol usith.
Alidl gt WSS B2 AdEEA A AAF FAek o, BAA Awd aga
sk AlgkEo] Sl
AE FHEY AAE ozt dxez ghkgny. Ay oieHe
AP NYES k&t 20136 A A" A7) gEg® AAC YIFHEA At AAg.
Sei o] ebe e HR olel T ok A% RvaA 2t ASIgE 4547 4 s,

NS AdAA, AdE e As RUE g4 NAAES EAft. As o
AR ARt Azl Eedos FEaA FRe A} SEAn. A AAE
A Afeld = FapEle]  FEo] wWHolHu. Ad Ad Q& el AEE dE=
55l AIA 19 APGAFE ol dAg w2 Hoyu. 20129 49 20,49 71
7t A F9 skyel ol BAl & olEnFE(Ali Mohsen Al Ahmar)7F Al thel] %3
a8 weh gE AWEE AW Wl BAGREER Ad A"e Fogdu A
ohzhulolet ATHUSP(CC0S AAA SiLd FA ol Fol Al WEHAA sHof Ha
A8e BBl olFart. 2012d 14, un AZlA U 6 AwHGL
Initiative)ol A3},

A7 Z7IHAE B2 & T3 B2de gL A=Y ol uE ByEo AES
T4 zpolet FAAl 7] AFPL AAH FAGES o2 JdEd dEgstes s AREF
AEES o] Tojztt

>,

201213 A= BEwH w2 3kt (Abdo Mansour Hadi)olAl @AHE o]dstn HAG =4
ottt ojojx dH 1Y 3= Al EXI olg el vtz e gk g
WS Host= WS 593, oA o

2oge Ed 29 FehEelsl vzt ohw A A
WAL A4 Hel B98 AE A4 AANL Fojah Aol ATk
GCC #aQH(GCC Initiative)= H-&= stodA dlEde AAY AKE FAL F79
A ]

el q Adte] SHFEH Frath. £ UF U Ayoh dAHolo} s v A=
24e s Aol NF FY A¥e] AP o FAS Fus s AuFelH H2e

x5t Agke HA gAA 7FE e Bl

FEeEe duAgd AAEA  agla A Y #-bste] dds 2 d Aola
W33 9] (National  Dialogue  Conference, NDO)E  7H&H3t=  AAdS XA FHU}.
nEgislsloe |y e dRA e SEH WA Y wngke)], He Heke sk
BEP AL s AARAL FAES BT Aoy,

O&® AAE GCC ZWES A & 90d <toll AAsor gk, 7+ WHA dAAE A=
AEd glg®He] Aol met Foxl 75& AT Holrt.

“Parea Al Muslimi, “How Sunni Shia sectarianism is poisoning Yemen” , Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, http://carnegieendowment.org/syriaincrisis/?fa=62375.

. “Yemeni parliament grants President Saleh full immunity from prosecution” ,Al Arabiya
https://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2012/01/21/189609.html ./(accessed January 21,2012).

»  “Agreement on the implementation mechanism for the transition process in Yemen in accordance
with the initiative of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)” ,https://peacemaker.un.org/yemen-—
transition-mechanism2011/(accessed Feb. 21,2019).
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ofginjolel wl=ro] F2 A FsE oa Yxo oEH oA, WISt AL FAA A A
7 =2 APEAd A ddY. AWl dFletre] BRI AH7E EHAa, olghu|opdl e
&-7loll thH(Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)E= AFEZHE HUE F#AF FAS
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