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1 Gary D, Bouma, ‘Tslamophobia as a Constraint to World Peace: The Case of Austra—
lia,” Islam and Christian—Muslim Relations, 22:4 (2011), 433—441; Derya Iner, ed.,
Report on Islamophobia in Australia, 2014—2016 (Sydney:2017); Randa Abdel-Fattah “Tslam—
ophobia and Australian Muslim Political Consciousness in the War on Terror,” Journal
of Intercultural Studies, vol,38, no,4 (2017), 397—411; Rhonda Itaoui, “The Geography
of Islamophobia in Sydney: Mapping the Spatial Imaginaries of Young Muslims,” Aus—
tralian Geographer, vol 47, no.3 (2016), 261-279; Riaz Hassan & Bill Martin, ed,,
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vol, 9, no, 2 (2016): 18,
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son, ‘Alienated Neibhours Interpreting the Cronulla Race Riots for Christ s Sake,” —
Forum on Public Policy: A Journal of the Oxford Round Table, (Summer, 2008).
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6 Australian Government, “Afghan Cameleers in Australia,” in Australian Stories,
2009, http://www,australia, gov, au/about—australia/australian—story/afghan—came—
leers, (accessed 2 Dec, 2017).
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9 Ibid,, 6.

10 Nafiseh Ghafournia, “Muslim women and domestic violence: Developing a framework
for social work practice,” Journal of Religion & Spirituality in Social Work: Social
Thought, vol,36, no,1,2 (2017): 146,
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11 Thid, 147,

12 Gary D, Bouma, ‘Islamophobia as A Constraint to World Peace: The Case of Austra—
lia,” Islam and Christian—Muslim Relations, vol 22, no 4 (2011): 433,

13 J. Jupp, “The Quest for Harmony,” in J, Jupp, J. Nieuwenhuysen and E, Dawson,

eds,, Social Cohesion in Australia, (Port Melbourne, VIC: Cambridge University Press,
2007) 9-20.
14 Thid,, 18-19,
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EABSTRACT

A Study of The Contemporary
Muslim Community in Australia:
From the Perspective of Cross
Cultural Ministry

Kyung Hee Lee

This article explores the possibility of missional practices of
the church toward the Muslim community in Australia, who have
coexisted for a long time in Australian history, Unfortunately Is—
lam has been constructed as “other’ from the beginning of the
immigration history in Australia, This article investigates not only
the categorization of “other” of Muslims from the main stream
in Australian society but also examines discourses on the topic of
being neighbors with Muslims as a Church community today,

Firstly, the article focuses on the current issues of Austra—
lian Muslims and their community, specifically on assimilation and
struggle with the Australian multicultural policy, In addition, it

observes the negative non—Muslim perception or ignorance about
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Islam in Australia, which has grown worse due to ongoing terror—
ism all over the world by Muslim extremists,

In regard to the negative perception of Islam and Muslims in
Australia, this article focuses on the particular phenomenon of Is—
lamophobia, The perception is drawn from conservatives with val—
ues derived from Judeo—Christianity in Australia, Muslims are ste—
reotyped as a violent community in this particular context,

These critical issues, which are observed in light of the mul—
ticulturalism, assimilation, and the misunderstanding of Islam in
Australia, enable us not only look at the established enforcement
of the church and state for the purpose of Australian nationalism,
but also see how these policies and political intentions have brought
about discrimination and racism against Muslims migrants in the
country, Moreover, these reflective issues help us to recognize that
Australian Muslims have always lived in the sphere of marginality
because of their religion and culture,

With this perspective, the finding of this study focuses on the
marginalized space of Muslim community, Ironically this space
provides various contact points for some missional churches to be a
neighbor to the Muslim communities and to build up a reconcilable
relationship between Muslims and Christians, Finally, this study
introduces some homemaking activities and efforts of the Uniting

Church in Australia (UCA) with regard to the concept of locality,
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the theology of place, which have been formed among Christian

communities especially to migrants, women, and refugees,

Keywords: Australian Muslim, Church and State, Social Co—
hesion, Migrants, Marginality, Missional Church,
Community, Homemaking, Hospitality, The Uniting

Church in Australia
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