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EABSTRACT

Missional Implications of
Thomas Aquinas s Works
in Islamic Context

Hyung Jin Park

Did Thomas Aquinas (1225—1274) address any missional concern in
his enormous works? He lived his life in the midst of the Crusades,
when Christian and non—Christian relations worsened in general,
and Christian and Muslim tensions, in particular, were more
aggravated, This study inquires about three magna opera among
Aquinas’ works: Summa Theologica, Summa Contra Gentiles,
and De Unitate Intellectus Contra Averroistas, Each demonstrates
the quintessence of his theological and philosophical genius and
stance, What are the missional implications of his works? According
to Thomas, it is not helpful to use the Bible for Muslims, since
they do not accept the authority of the Christian Scripture and
lack the capacity to understand its divine revelation, Rather, he
uses natural reasoning to refute the errors of pagan thinking
based on Aristotelian philosophy, a philosophy which was warmly

welcomed in the Islamic world and flourishing during the Middle
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Ages, Overall, Thomas Aquinas played his role as a philosopher
rather than a theologian to communicate the Christian message
to unbelievers, especially to the Muslims, In this sense, he was a

missional apologist of his time,

Keywords: Thomas Aquinas, Medieval Mission, Summa Contra
Gentiles, Summa Theologica, De Unitate Intellectus

Contra Averroitas
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