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The mission of many plays is to tell a known history. But there are
a lot of things that black people have done that haven’t been written
down--haven’t been chronicled, are not remembered. There is a lot of
history that has fallen through the gaps, the cracks; we read these
events as having never happened. Those unchronicled events what
I’'m interested in writing about. (A} ¥ %3 Parks, Moon Marked
242)

A AAA rAE 2 BR1e] S Stke deed 2Wrh AEE
“EA Alelz wAHY AR ARIEE FoiddM SAoE Fdsa st
o

="
a5 ZAE 9L Bk 2wdog 93 on|E X1 9]

o, <olr] 2]
A AP ol reslel glom, o Sl 25e] 78 die A5H9 o
A Aol dil A, A Fe bl 2718 aTem Q] el



FAERY AA F23} The Death of the Last Black Man in the Whole Entire World 145

A WA, ket @ SMIFE <H|(QUEEN-THEN-PHARAOH
HATSHEPSUTR & ‘=802 |97 AP diFslaL §ith = FollA] dfet
S | SAFE gl o]EA Wtk “vs U7t Al BE AE U] o5
AAAL W olg2 A7) AmyrzE A7 A Aol left my mark on all 1
made. My son erased his mothers mark. 116).3) 11tf] o] ES] AP 2 oF ¥
£ 94 gele 39| shusld SHlE( Hatshepsut)‘#, olss tiilst] #wr|

o A oﬂ%— 49 e o}y sietosvit gel, dees] £9% 9w 11 7]
5 430 oJ4ES $ANL TH9 20 Ii=e) a4EEE U
Agegra drky Teht SiFES] JorEeldt 279l FAK, FERA 3
A a9l A wgel SFES] ol shehes] dApISA Amlsdn
gl AAR o] oS Sebis 439 44 o] g o|8L
A3, 2

o] BgFo] AR & B2 e 5, 249 253 o]Fe] AlA
2 AR, AR, 7IEREZEE OUe EAE FAtdlA A= A]de] AFE)
o} SHISFES] 7V5ES A&t A7) A e 19t Uiy 25
AEoA 1 Slek: “FESA 347} 8t

AFES AEE5S A1 A58 AL AESA 784 A9 FolES]

of
_NL
i
r
N9
ox

<l
5
paca
N
=
i
S
I
£l
N
oL,

2) o] AF| FAARES o|Fo] Ag BT A&Hel THOR Hojglonz, S
o £&5 7] Sleid Ao qor FHUEEY olFES BT BEEAR ¥
s71= o

3) Suzan-Lori Parks, The Death of the Last Black Man in the Whole Entire
World. The American Play and Other Works(New York: Theatre
Communications Group, 1995), 116%. o|slol|x& HAE EF 918A] 241t
AL

—IAAHE .

4) o|8 YAo|z} FH FERA 24 9e] AoJoA] &HE dht Flov} dH WA}
st kgl $AE gld ade, Y ARl WA %ﬂz TAAR] FERA 3
AS thalsle] 719 147933FE 1458714 2009d Sk 43S iivtn 3

t}. The Biography of Ineni (translated by J. H. Breasted, Ancient Records of
Egypt; Historical Documents, vol. 2, Chicago: 1906, p.341)olA &3 W&
A7} Wikipedia©l Al 9183k A2l



PN

‘o

146 =

EAE Afske 2w FE o s Hdel Hold o 9ol $AE §l
of HEluaehs WAstn: 49 Al=HTP(Thutmose II’s erasures and
defacement of Hatshepsut’s monuments were a cold but rational attempt on
Thutmose’s part to extinguish the memory of an “unconventional female king
whose reign might possibly be interpreted by future generations as a grave
offence against Ma’at. Tyldesley 224). o2& U&2| R2& 53 o4 &
Sl AP Al s ATete], G FRloly Folu ojriyzAe] e
TSk 9l F97iA] B 73S mdel WAlsk] fste] sHlETE AR

AASS AHE Aot uehd, SHIFES 9 S JAkA o
Zol7] wiiEo] 1 Hold EAE uhdEe giEARl %—Zﬂﬂ FJO*D}.

3P ael vk A, ckzelsh v oAl S o
| el ga etk TRles Bek olgEe el P, 4
el able] Aol A B 3 oPgEL cilol 2ol
Sha ¢ 4 9T F6 A8 Bk, 25 ok Gapked A9
AN AARCE WA Fek (45)

O

Hoj
&k

pud

N
32,
)
mm

, 2 o]FE FatolA dofd SIFES] EA A7, A9 9
Ao oJaM Aoz AAZRE 2w A AR =
£ FE o, of AFA 7t ke AL Akl g
A7k glojeh vy Blmg wdshe 2oz g 4 ok

ket | SHIFE 7t omAom Al GAPS diEsta lthd,
Z#W 27} 97] Hol(BEFORE COLUMBUS)E ‘9202 A97 dApeln
FHolA s Fig Al A 7 9APE BAske Y8t I #lo|U(Elam

Rayner)o] @29 I 51 JAPKI o|¥t Al2E|nKIvan Van Sertima)®] A

pos)
[o

=

I,

o)

Al

N

i~

Lw



¥AERH A} G2 The Death of the Last Black Man in the Whole Entire World 147

Ql Fago] SHiWaET WA gtk ) opwe|7ke] ofze)7lRle] EAl (They
came before Columbus: The Afiican Presence in Ancient America)*| i3l
ThaL heK454). o] AelA Al Z2Ejnks 2] AolM Fop27bA w1 A=
o dgio] 1310837 APES Frke A 71F0] Jlorw FRF2T} ol
27t &S B AR HUE Ay oulE A Retha FAkei) of
Zej7RIE0] of2)7} tE2 thWA 792 ok dAke AT 14 o
T FAEL FEE B2 SEia givke Aolth 5 FellA FHwAv o7
Aol ARlo] ofig]7l &5 Wst BAE oA BAIge 24 2}Ale] o
3

A9l AL T

U7h Wl 2SO e B3E woll Eolok ofulonigial. 2541 it}
22 9ol BAA A gl o71A7]e AlkEel da JEE W
s B ddle T ARl 2 A5 Huzk A3 Zopde A
aske].

Thuh first time I saw it. It was huge. Thuh green sea becomes uh
hillside. Uh hillside populated with some peoples I will name. Thuh
first time I saw it it was uh was-huge once one. Huh. It has been
getting smaller ever since. (117)
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I believe that truth isn’t outside power, or lacking in power: contrary
to a myth whose history and functions would repay further study,
truth isn’t the reward of free spirits, the child of protracted solitude,
nor the privilege of those who have succeeded in liberating
themselves. Truth is a thing of this world: it is produced only by
virtue of multiple forms of constraint. And it induces regular effects
of power. Each society has its regime of truth, its ‘general politics’
of truth: that is, the types of discourse which it accepts and makes
function as true; the mechanisms and instances which enable one to
distinguish true and false statements, the means by which each is
sanctioned; the techniques and procedures accorded value in the
acquisition of truth; the status of those who are charged with saying
what counts as true. (131)
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You should write it down because if you don’t write it down then
they will come along and tell the future that we did not exist. You
should write it down and you should hide it under a rock. You
should write down the past and you should write down the present
and in what in the future you should write it down. It will be of us
but you should mention them from time to time so that in the future
when they come along and know that they exist. You should hide it
all under a rock so that in the future when they come along they
will say that the rock did not exist. (115)
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Good evening. I'm Broad Caster. Headlining tonight: the news: is
Gamble Major, the absolutely last living Negro man in the whole
entirc known world--is dead. Major, Gamble, born a slave, taught
himself the rudiments of education to become a spearhead in the
Civil Rights Movement. He was 38 years old. News of Majors death
sparked controlled displays of jubilation in all corners of the world.
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conflates past and present, the personal and political, and increases the political
significance of the last black man’s personal history and recent/recurring death.
Rayner and Elam 452).
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I bein in uh Now: uh Now bein in uh Then: I bein, in Now in
Then, in I will be. I was be too but that uh Then that’s past. That
me that was-be is uh me-has-been. Thuh Then that was-be is uh
has-been-Then too. Thuh me-has-been sits in thuh be-me: we sit on
this porch. Same porch. Same me. (126)
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Post-modernism in History and The Death of the Last Black
Man in the Whole Entire World

Abstract Cho, Sookhee

This essay examines Suzan Lori Parks’s The Death of the Last Black Man
in the Whole Entire World through the theory of post-modemism in history. It
is well known that the majority of Parks’s drama deals with history. She
usually takes a historical event and then tries to deconstruct it on the premise
that the historical event was distorted by the powerful entity, especially that the
history and narrative of black slaves in the past were subsided, erased,
eliminated, and distorted so much by the whites.

Parks’s skeptical and even negative attitude toward the written history of
the blacks is similar to that of some historians who advocate the postmodern
view for the history as a whole. The scholars argue that written records of
history do not reflect “history proper” but reveal the “metahistory” which is
nothing but a fiction made by the historians who were heavily influenced by
their time and situation.

When one investigates Parks’s play, The Death of the Last Black Man in
the Whole Entire World, with postmodern point of view, one can better
understand Parks’s intention to display a chaotic and amorphous field on the
stage, to deconstruct and rewrite the established version of history out of it
and to make the audience engaged in the process of rewriting the history of

human beings--especially of the black people.
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Key Words Suzan Lori Parks, Post-modernism in history, The Death of the
Last Black Man in the Whole Entire World, black literature,

modern American drama
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