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ode]. B Be E4F oh didek dAeleie Hojd XY Hehil e
EMILY. I don’t know. Your mother was very open with me...

AMIR. Let’s just say I made it abundantly clear not to mess with you.

EMILY. I thought she liked me.

EMILY. You make it sound like there was some whole battle going

on. (17)
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AMIR. If they don’t obey...
Talk to them.
If that doesn’t work...
Don’t Sleep with them.
And if that doesn’t work...
Beat them. (58)
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Soh, ol wuebE aldjel Jhsala. welebt ool

EMILY. The root verb can mean beat. But it can also mean leave.
So it could be saying, if your wife doesn’t listen, leave her.
Not beat her. (59)
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All at once, Amir hits in the face. A vicious blow.

The first blow unleashes a torrent of rage, overtaking him. He hits
her twice more. Maybe a third. In rapid succession. Uncontrolled
violence as brutal as it needs to be in order to convey the discharge

of lifetime of discreetly building resentment. (79)
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ZARINA. All the stories we hear, that have gotten told for hundreds
of years, don’t point to a real person. It’s all like this
monument to what we have made of him. But who he really

was?

That’s what I’'m calling it. The Who and the What. (39)
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the man I fell in love with when I became a Muslim. 28)1 ©]7o 2 A
& Fantee] QITHAQl R dEel] 6}“/} Aus A AoluHe}
ddd A AP AE A olede] e FuA o7t obd Fivt
=] A g8l wEoiita A=, o] AL AUt ofAE Bl A
A BEPG olgH THA tigk AgkelAo] Feolth. ARile] Ho| HojF
2 e HHAA AR ARve dert Febted] digh A9 vie s v
HEA 343 AL et v s ARl

e} Fenles dojslex]. Beks Bolo},

240f8lA] golg.

U Algalo] oAellA] ke Alo] 4S Boldle. Fnize] #ey A
| 3t s, o] clop1Ee A1 E 71

I gel7] 98 AR AL HE ada §)Ry #EhY olople

EE ©]

ELL I just didn’t realize...how much you hated the man.

ZARINA. T don’t hate him.

I hate what the faith does to women. For every story about his
generosity or his goodness, there’s another that’s used as an
excuse to hide us. Erase us. And the story of the veil takes
the cake. (50)
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AFZAL. T'll never ask anything of you again. You have to destroy
it.

ELL Absolutely not.

AFZAL. You again?

ELL You made her act against her heart once before, but you won’t
do it again.

AFZAL. I told you to shut your bloody mouth!

ELI. Calm down, sir!

AFZAL. I’'m not going to calm down!

ELL (Suddenly shouting) Yes you are! (81-82)
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Islamic Identity in Pakistani American Plays:
Disgraced and The Who & The What

Abstract Kim, Jae Kyoung

As Edward Said argues in Orientalism, the distorted image of the East
created by the West provides an opportunity instead to mirror the West’s
identity. In this regard, by exploring the Islamic immigrants’ identity crisis and
social issues in the United States, it is possible to reflect on the contemporary
American stand on the Muslim community. Pakistani American playwright
Ayad Akhtar (1970-), who mirrors in his plays his experience with Islamic
identity as a second-generation immigrant in the United States, has attempted to
present and comprehend both sides.

This paper aims to investigate political, social, cultural, racial, and religious
tensions between Pakistani Americans and white Americans following the 9/11
attacks as revealed in Akhtar’s two plays: Disgraced (2012) and The Who &
The What (2014). 1 particularly focuses on the gender roles and role
relationships between a Pakistani American husband and his White wife (Amir
and Emily in Disgraced) and between a White husband and his Pakistani
American wife (Eli and Zarina in The Who & The What). 1t traces how both
Islamophobia and the patriarchal culture of Islam cause an identity crisis for the
young Muslim Americans, make different changes in their gender roles, and
threaten their married life. The artistic creations of each wife (a portrait and a
novel respectively), which are closely influenced by each of their partners,
function as symbolic work to show mutual understanding between husband and
wife. Based on Said’s criticism of the West’s prejudiced representations of the

East and Noam Chomsky’s warning against increasing Islamophobia in the
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United States after 9/11, my analysis of gender roles of the two married
couples expands to the power game between White Americans and Muslim
immigrants in the United States. From this analysis, I argue that Akhtar’s plays
not only deliver a critical message against racial discrimination and
Islamophobia but also propose a way towards better understanding between
white Americans and ethnic minorities, the United States and the Middle East,

the strong and the weak, and ourselves and other people.

Key Words Ayad Akhtar, Disgraced, The Who & The What, Islamophobia,
Pakistani American identity
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