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First it gave his body pleasure, it appeased his body. Then it set him
free in his mind. For it was not until his body was appeased that he
could come alive in his mind, as described in section six. (2)
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Thus Murphy felt himself split in two, a body and a mind. They
had intercourse apparently, otherwise he cold not have known that



242 A 4 3

they had anything in common. But he felf his mind to be bodytight
and did not understand through what channel the intercourse was

effected nor how the two experience came to overlap. (66)
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A man is in bed, wanting to sleep. A rat is behind the wall at his
head, wanting to move. The man hears the rat fidget and cannot
sleep, the rat hears the man fidget and dares not move. They are
both unhappy, one fidgeting and the other waiting, or both happy,
the rat moving and the man sleeping. (67)
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[. . .] he found night fallen, a full moon risen and the sheep
gathered round him, [. . .] They seemed in rather better form, less
Wordsworthy, resting, ruminating and even cropping. What they had
rejected was therefore not Miss Dew, nor her cabbage, but simply
the hour of day. He thought of the four caged owls in Battersea

Park, whose joys and sorrows did not begin till dusk. (63)
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But for me, sitting near my sun-drenched hives, it would always be
a noble thing to contemplate, too noble ever to be sullied by the
cogitations of a man like me, exiled in his manhood. (Beckett,
Molloy 169)
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Animality and Affect: Beckett and Derrida

Abstract Choi, Sung-hee (Pusan National Univ.)

To examine the attitude of Beckett toward animals is to clarify the hidden
qualities of his works by distinguishing what manner he had among many
possible branches through which various philosophies and theories have taken
for their thinking of the animal. To do this, we are going to apply the notion
of ‘affect’ in the analysis of animality revealed in Beckett’s works. The first
reason to refer to it is that animality and affect appear as two major axes in
two leading philosophers’ discussion of animals in the 20th century, Martin
Heidegger and Jacques Derrida. Even though they show contrasting thoughts
about the animal, the two philosophers are interestingly developing arguments
for animals through different affects, ‘boredom’ and ‘shame,’ respectively. The
second reason is that I agree with Derrida’s observation that affect is an
important occasion for creating a rift in an old, therefore hard-to-change

dichotomy between humans and nonhuman animals.
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