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Rank Orders of Course Objectives, Teaching Methods, and Methods of Assessing Students of
Required, Formal Ethics Courses from the Syllabi of 58 U.S. Medical Schools

% of Medical
Rank Component Schools

Course objective

1 Familiarize with medical ethical topics (e.g. informed

consent, truth-telling, futility) 77.6
2 Develop ethical reasoning/ethical problem-solving skills 63.8
3 Learn normative theories/ethical frameworks 345
4 Learn about law and medicine 328
5 Promote medical virtues/interiorization of professional

values 293
6 Personal value clarification 22.4
7 Foster communication skills 20.7
8 Know ethics literature 121
9/10 Engage codes and compliance issues 10.3
/10 Provide ethically-relevant educational experiences {or

growth opportunities, e.g., watch a film meant to

foster empathy) 10.3

Teaching method

1 Discussions/debates 845
2 Readings 828
3/4 Writing exercises 63.8
3/4 Lectures 53.8
5 Multi-media presentations (e.g. films) 293
6 Role playing/standardized patients 20.7
7 Clinical rounds/field visits 12.0
8 Computer exercises 10.3
Method of

assessing

students™
1 Class participation 896
2 Examination 64.6
3 Papers 45.8
4 Case analysis 438
5 Disposition and reactions to others 104
6 Journals 4.2

* Percentages pertain to those 48 of 58 syllabi from schools that reported that their courses were graded. Those
that did not grade (18%) did not assess students’ performances

(B 2) S0[X|Y L4 ANAE T2 LHIMO| Q|2 RE|wS HHD

Formal Ethics Education Reported by Course Directors for Five Mandatory Third-Year Clerkships at
91 U.S. and Canadian Medical Schools, 2000

Medicine Pediatrics Obstetrics—Gynecology Psychiatry Surgery

Format No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)

Ethics rounds 33(36) 28 (31) 19 (21) 18 (20) 8 (20)

Discussion groups 43 (47) 32 (35) 26 (29) 26 (29) (18)

Skills training 18 (20) 7(8) 8(9) 8(9) 2(13)
Other 7(8) 8(9) 6(7) 5 (6) 3(3)

None 18 (21) 27 (30) 36 (40) 32 (35) 41 (45)
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Rank Order of Course-content Areas of Required, Formal Ethics Courses Found in Course

Syllabi from 58 U.S. Medical Schools*

% of Medical

Rank Course-content Area Schools
1 Informed consent 245
2 Health care delivery 749
3/4 Confidentiality and privacy 87.2
3/4 Quality of life/futility/provision of treatment 67.2
5 Death and dying 655
[53 Euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide 60.3
7 Patient—physician relationship 50.0
8 Truth-telling 48 3
Q Medical student issues 431
10/11 Research ethics 39.7
10/11 Ethical theories 39.7
12/13 Pediatric and neonatal issues 37.9
12/13 Principles of bioethics 379
14 Health law 36.2
15/16 Medical mistakes/physician impairment and competency 345
15/16 Reproductive issues 34.5
17 AIDS/STDs 32.8
18—-21 Ethical reasoning and problem solving 31.0
18—21 Genetic issues 31.0
18—21 Palliative medicine 31.0
18—21 Professionalism 21.0
22 Abortion 29.3
23 Organ transplantation 27 .6
24 Religious and spiritual issues 24 .1
25—-27 Protecting vulnerable populations 22.4
25—-27 Conflicts of interest 22.4
25—27 Codes, oaths, and compliance 22.4
28/29 Specialization-specific ethical issues 19.0
28/29 History of medicine and of medical ethics 19.0
30/31 Substance abuse 17.2
30/31 Cultural issues/diversity awareness 17.2
32 Physician virtue 155
33 Care of family and significant others 155
24 Permanent vegetative state (PVS) patients 121
25/36 Patient experience of illness 10.3
35/36 Ethics resources, committees, consultations 10.3
37/38 Alternative medicine 8.6
37/38 General medical ethics (typical of short courses with vague content) 8.6
39 Medical humanities (e.g., medicine in literature or art) 5.2

*Some content areas can be conceptually subsumed under others, ie.,

professionalism is treated in only 31%

of the syllabi, but related professional issues such as truth-telling and respecting informed consent are treated

by even more schools. Other categories clearly overlap.
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36) Musick DW, Jenkins SC. Ethics education : a survey of academic deans of U.S, medical schools [unpublished paper].
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Responses of 123 Deans and 91 Course Directors Regarding their Perceptions of Obstacles to Ethics
Education at U.S. and Canadian Medical Schools, 2000

Deans Course Directors
Perceived Obstacles to Increasing Education No. (%) Agree No. (%) Agree
Lack of time in curriculum 50 (41) 52 (57)
Availability of qualified teachers 43 (35) 32 (35)
Lack of time in faculty schedules 34 (28) 39 (43)
Availability of an established curriculum 22 (18) 14 (15)
Financial cost of qualified teachers 18 (15) 26 (29)
Resistance from faculty 16 (13) 15 (16)
Resistance from students 13 (11) 12 (13)
Financial cost of developing a curriculum 13(11) 15 (16)
Resistance from administration 7(8)
Other 6 (5) 44

37) Martinez SA. Reforming medical ethics education. J Law Med Ethics 2002 ; 30 : 452-54.
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Korean J Med Ethics Educ 10(1) : 9-22, June 2007

Medical Ethics Education in North-American Medical Schools

CHEONG Yoo-Seock*

Medical schools in the United States and Canada now include medical ethics education as an
essential part of their curricula. Despite this, recent studies point to deep shortcomings in the
literature on medical ethics education. Deficits exist in all areas of the literature: in the theoretical
work done on the overall goals of medical ethics education, in the empirical studies that attempt to
examine outcomes for students, and in the studies evaluating the effectiveness of various teaching
methods. This article summarizes the main findings of three important articles concerning medical
ethics education that were originally published in the journal Academic Medicine. This article also
discusses the implications of these findings for medical ethics education in Korea. It is argued that
further progress in medical ethics education may depend on the willingness of medical schools to

devote more curricular time and funding to medical ethics.

Keywords: Medical ethics, Medical ethics education, Medical ethics curriculum, North-American

medical schools

* Department of Family Medicine, Dankook University College of Medicine
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