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=ABSTRACT=

The Organization and Function of Hospital Ethics Committees

KIM JOOl’lg—HO*, HAN Sung Suk**, UM YOLll’lg Rhan***, KU In_HOe****
SEO Cheol™, HONG Suk-Young ™

This study provides suggestions on how to improve and activate Hospital Ethics
Committees (HECs) in Korea. First, we analyzed several HECs in the U.S. and Germany.
Secondly, we compared these with several HECs in Korea. Finally, we developed
suggestions on ways to improve the function of HECs in Korea. These suggestions
concern the legalization of HECs; the standardization of HEC regulations; the development
of an HEC model; the establishment of a community network through the use of the
Internet; the assurance of financial support for HECs; and the encouragement of ethics
for senior-level hospital staff. Among these suggestions, the most important concerns the

standardization of HEC regulations.

Key words : Hospital Ethics Committees (HECs), the role of HECs, the standardization of HEC

regulations, the activation of HECs

* College of Medicine, The Catholic University

“ College of Nursing, The Catholic University

™ Department of Nursing, College of Medicine, Soonchunhyang University
“** Catholic Institute of Bioethics, The Catholic University
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