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The Boundaries of American Bioethics and Beyond

KIM Eun-Sung *

American bioethicists have established several conceptual boundaries in institutionalizing
bioethics into hospitals, academic programs, and the government. Bioethical expertise has been
shaped and maintained through such boundary-making practices. This paper examines the
following three boundaries of American bioethics: the boundary between bioethics and society,
between bioethics and politics, and between scientific knowledge and society. The first boundary
designates the view that bioethics is de-contextualized from society, the second boundary results
from the view that bioethics should be politically neutral, and the third boundary is built on the
dichotomy between scientific knowledge and social values. These boundaries have been both
contested and strengthened by American bioethicists. Through the analysis of such boundary-
making practices of American bioethics, this paper aims to suggest fruitful lessons concerning the

institutionalization of Korean bioethics.

© Keywords : American bioethics, Society, Politics, Scientific knowledge

* Biotechnology Policy Research Center

12



